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TO THE PEOPLE OF THE tJNPPED STATES. 



I coMS before you as my constituents^ to giye an aceount of my conduct 
in ao important political transaction, which has been called in question, and 
80 erroneously represented, that neither justice to myself nor respect for 
you will permit me any longer to renuun silent; I aJlude to my course^ 
in the deliberations of the cabinet of Mr. Monroe, on the Seminole ques* 
tion. - 1 know not how I can place more fully before you all the factf 
and circumstances of the case, than by putting you in possession of the 
correspoudeace between General Jackson and myself, which will show 
the difference between the views that we have respectively taken, and 
by what means, and through whose agency, this long gone-by affair has 
been revived. 

1 have not taken this step, strictly defensive as it rs, without mature de-> 
liberation,, and a calm and careful estimate of all the obligations under 
which I act That there are strong reasons against it, I feel and ac- 
knowledge; but I also feel the most thorough conviction that the sa- 
cred obligation to vindicate my character, impeached, as it has been, in 
one of the most important incidents of my life, and to prove myself not 
unworthy of the high station to which you have elevated me, far outweig|i 
all other considerations. Should my vindication have any political or per- 
sonal bearing, I can only say that it will not be because I have either wUled 
or desired it It is my intention simply to place my own conduct in it9 
proper light, and not to assault others. Nor ought I to be held reqx>nsible 
should any such consequence follow; as I am free from all agency in resusci- 
tating this old subject, or bringing it to the knowledge of the public. Pre- 
vious to my arrival here, I had confined the knowledge of the existence of 
he corre^ndence to a few confidential friends, who were politically at- 
tached both to eeneral Jackson and myself; not that I had any thing to ap- 
prehend from its disclosure, but because I was unwilling to increase the ex 
isting excitement in the present highly critical state of our public affairs: 
But when I arrived here, late in Deceihber, I found my caution had ^een of 
no avail, and that the correspondence was a subject of conversation in every 
circle, and soon became a topic of free comment in most of the public jour- 
nals. ' The accounts of the affiiir, as is usually the case on such occasions^ 
were^ for the most part, grossly distorted, and were, in many instances, high- 
ly iDJUrious to my character. Still I deemed it my duty to take no hasty 
step, bein^ determined to afford time for justice to be done me without 
appeal to you; and, if it should be, to remain silent, as my only ol^ect was th# 
vindication of my 'conduct and character. Believing that further delay would 
be.useleifts, I can see no adequate mot^ive to postpone, any longer, the submis- 
sion of all the facts of the case to your deliberate and final decision. 

I am not ignorant of the trying position in which I am placed— standing 
unsustitined, except by the force of truth and justice; yet I cannot but look 
with confidence to your decision. The question presentM for your con- 
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sideratibn is not that of a controversy of two individuala, between whom, 
you are to decide: viewed in that light, it would bear the aspect of a mere 
personal difference, involving no principle, and unworthy of your notice^ 
out, regarded in a different li^ht, as involving the character of an officeri^ 
occupying by y6u# suffrage a distinguished offioial station, whose conduct 
in an interesting public transaction had been impeached, it assumes a far 
more important bearing, and presents a question of deep import for your 
consideration. The most sacred of all political relations is that between 
the representative and the constituent. When your suffrage places an in- 
(Bvidual it a high official station, a most solemn obligation is imposed on' 
you and him, on the faithful discharge of which the existence of our free 
and happy ini^itutions mainly depends; on him, so to act as to merit your 
eonfidence, and on you, dot to withdraw that confidence without just cause. 
it is under a profound regard for this mutual and saered obligation that I 
submit the whole afiair to your determination , conscious that in this, as well 
as every other public transaction of my life, I have been actuated by a 
solemn sense of duty to you, uninfluenced by fear, favor, or affection. I 
caniiot'fttit look forward to your entire approbation. 

I owe it to myself to siate, that 1 come before you under circumstances 
very painful to me, and a reluctance which nothing but a sense of duty to 
you and myself could overcome. Among thesvii circumstances, is the ne- 
cei9Sity of being inslrumehtal in disclosing, ii^ any degree, what I deem so 
highly confidential as the proceedings of the cabinet, and for which I feel 
myself justified only by absolute necessity. Acting under this impression, 
I have ndt felt myself at liberty to go, even in self defence, beyond strict 
necessity, and have, accordingly, carefully avoided speaking of the course 
of my associates in the administration, and even of my own, beyond what ' 
appliiufed to be indispensable. I have not put even Mr. Crawford's state- 
ment of his course in the cabinet at issue, except only incidentally, as bear^ 
iftg on his statement of 'mine. It is no concern of mine, except in this in* 
cidental way, what representation he may choose to give of his course, as 
to this subject, now or formerly, or whether his representation be correct 
or erroneous. 

Before I conclude these prefatory observations, I dieem it proper to make 
a few additional remarks, as to t}ie commencement and motive of this 
movement against me. 

The origin goes far back, beyond the date of the present correspondence, 
and had for its object, not the advantage of General Jackson, but my politi- 
cal destruction, with motives which I leave you to interpret The ennfiitjr 
of Mf; Crawford to me/ growing otit of political controversies long since 
passed, afforded a ready and powerful instrument by which to operate; and 
it was early directed against me, with the view of placing General Jackson 
and myself in our present relations. With that motive, in fhe midst of the 
severe political strug^e which ended in elevating him to the presidential 
chair, and in which I took a part so early and decided in his favor, a corre- 
^ndence was opened at Nashville, unknown to, and unsuspected by me, in 
Deeember, 1827, which commenced tliat chain of artful operations, that 
has terminated by involving General Jackson and myself in the present cor- 
respondence. A copy of the letter v\rhich opened this operation has beea 
placed in my possession. It was written by Mr. Crs^wford to Alfred Balch, 
Esq. of Nai^viUe^ and is dated the 14th December, 1827. That the nature 
and objects of the operations against me may be fully understood by youg^ 



f'lier&tb annex the copy oi Mr. Crawford^s letter to Mr. Baleh, and a capy , 
' of a letter from the Honorable WHsOn Lumpkin, a representative in Coii- 
gress from the State of Georgia, to me, dated the 27th January, 1829, ia 
which itwa5 enclosed, with an extract from the letter of the HonoraUe 
Daniel Niewnah, member of Congress elect from the aame State. I submit ' 
them without comment. 

The movement thus commenced did not terminate with this letter. It 
was followed by other attacks from the same and other quarters, some of 
which are indicated in the Correspondence now laid before you. 

It may be proper to state, that I remained ignorant and unsuspieioua of 
these secret tnovements against me, till the spring of 1^8, when vague ru- 
mors reached me that some attempts^ were making at Nashville to injure 
me; but I treated them with silent neglect, relying confidently for protecl 
tion on the friendly relation which had ao long existed between General 
Jackson and myself, and the unifonh and decided course which I had taken 
in his favor, in the political struggle then pendbg. My support of him rest- 
ed on a principle that I believe to b^ fundamental in our political system, 
and the hope that his deep rooted popularity would afibicd the most effec- 
tual means of arresting the course of events, which, I could npt but foresee, 
if not arrested, would bring the great interests of the country into a deep 



arid dangerous conflict. 



JOHN C. CALHOUN. 



Jfo. !• * 

Capi/ of a letter from Hon. Wilson Lumpkin, enelosing extract of a 
Ittt^ from General D, Newnan to him^ covering copy of William 
H. Crawford^ s letter to Jllfnd Balch^ Esq. ofNashnjiBe^ Tenneseee. 

Washington, 27M January^ 1829. . 

Dear Sir: I herewith enclose you the copy of a letter received from my 
iriend General Daniel Newnan, in whom I have ^reat confidence. I also 
give yorf an extract from niy friend^s letter. 

The great confidence and friendship which I have lon|( entertained, and 
still entertain, for General Jackson, as well as yourself, induce me to 
take the liberty of making this eommunicatien to you. I am confident the 
best interest of onr common cotmtry requires, not only the harmonious and 
patriotic union of the two first officers of the Government, but of ev«9ry 
patriotic citizen of the wh&le country; ta frown indignantly upon all m- 
iriguersy managers^ political jugglers, and selfish politicioos, of every 
description, who are disposed to dimde an4 conquer, 

I fbel Uie more at liberty and authorized to make this oommuniisation, 
because I know, of my dwn knowiedge^ou and your Triends are misre- 
presented upon thissu^ct. However, General Jackson^ himself, must see 
and know the object of these shallow c^rta. 

I do not know one conspicuOQ» friend of yours, but what has constantly, 
zealously, and uniformly^ supported General Jackson, from the day that 
Pennsylvania declared in his favor to the present time. How, th^n, can it 
be possible that General * Jackson can suspect the frienddiip, eonwtancy.. 
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or BiDcerity of you or your friends? No; he cannot-^he will 'nol-^he dote 
not I have quite too much confidence in the General to believe such idle 
taleB. 

Nevertheless^ it is proper fdr you and hioi both to be apprized of the 
aiacbinatioBs of the mischievous. 
You are at liberty to use this comniunication in any way you please. 

With respect and esteem. 

Your obedient servant, 

WILSON LUMPKIN. 
Hon. J. C. Calhoon* 



No, 2. 

Extract of a letter from the Hon. Daniel Neuman to the Hon. Wilsork 
Jjumpkiny dated near NdshviUey Tennessee, 8th January , I8j89, en^ 
closing copy of a letter of W. H. Crav^ord toMfred Batch: 

<< W. H« C. has done Mr. (^alhoun a great deal of injury ,.as well by his 
private machinations as his extensive eoirespondence. In addition to the 
letter which he wrote to Mr. Balch, a copy of which I now enclose you, 
(and which has been seen by General Jackson,) he, a short time since, wrote 
a letter to G. W. Campbell, proposing that Tennessee should vote for a third 

Csrson for the Vice Presidency, and reque;sted Mr. Campbell, to show the 
tter to Gederal Jackson. 

<< I hope Mr. Calhoun will take the earliest opportunity of seeing General 
J., and putting all things straight^ for I cannot believe for one moment the al- 
fcgations of W. H. C' . . 



No. 3. 
Copy qf <i letter from William H Crawford to Aljred Balchj Esq. 

WooDLAWN, \4th December^ 1827. 
mr ©JBAa Sm: By the last mail I had the pleasure of receiving a letter 
from you. If I und^^tand your letter, you appear to think a public ex- 
pression of my ojHnion on the approaching election to be proper. I cannot 
think a measure of this nature necessary or proper. In other words, it ap^, 
^rs to me highly improper, and could hardly foil to stamp the charge of' 
mtolerable arrogance uppn me in indelible characters. But few men can 
ever expect ^ «rrive at that heighf that would justify a step of that kind, 
much liBSs an iadiviBual who lives in the most absolute retirement, and who 
has na ambition to emerge from it I am perfectly reconciled. to my situa^ 
tioti, and would not willingly exchange it with Mr. Adams. But my 
winions utou the next presidential election are generally known. When 
Mr. Van Buren and Mr. Cambreleng made me a visit last April, I autho- 
rized them upon every proper occasion to make those opinions known. 
The vote of the State of Georgia will, as pertainly as that of Tennessee, be 
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wen to Gentnl Jacksoi^ in opposition to Mr. AcUma. yhe only difficultv 
lat tliis State has upon that su^ect, is that» if Jaekaon should be elected, Cal- 
houn will come into power. I confess I am not apprehensive of such a rer 
suit For ■ ^ writes to^me, ** Jackson ought to know, and, if 

he does not, he shall know, that, at the Calhoun caucus in Columbia! the 
term <^ Military Chieftain" was bandied about more flippantly than by H. 
Clay, and that the fsonily friends of Mr. Calhoun were most active in giviD| 
it currency;" and I know personally that Mr. Calhoun iavored Mr. Adamr 
pretensions until Mr. Clay declared for him.* He well knew that Clay 
would not have declared for Adams, without it was well understood that he, 
Calboun, was to be put down if Adams's influence could efect it If he was 
not friendly to his election, why did he suffer his paper to be purchased up 
bv Adams's printer, without making some stipulation in favor of Jackson? 

If you can asc ertain th^^t ^-^^^^"H lyMT *Y^* ha hftnai^tt*^ hy .Taftlgann^ftAlPfttmnj 

you will do him a benefit by communicating the infomiation to me. Make 
what use you please of this letter, and show it to whom you please. 

I am, dear Sir, your friend 

And most obedient servant, 

WM, H. CRAWFORD. 
Alfbbb Balch, Esq. 

J$ true and exact topy. [Noted in the handwriting of Cen. Newnan.] 



^ Mr. Crawlbrd's aaseitiony that he knew permnaUjf what Ire here afirms, renders it proper 
to make a few remarks. How lie could have had any pers<MMd knowledge sf what he ttate%^ 
I am at a lom tQ undentand. Our political intercoone had ceased for years. We had mma 
eabs^ttMit to the fidl of 1821» and in fact none of any kind after that, beyond the mere ordi« 
iisiy ciTilities of life. 

My course in relation to the pmnt in question was^ery different from what he states. When 
my nsme was wiUidrawn^m the list of presidentitlcandidates^ I assumed a perfectly neutnd 
position between General Jackson and Mr. Adams. I was decidedly opposed to a ocmgrss^ 
^ sional eaucusf as -both these gentlemen were also» and as I bore very fHendly personal 
and p<^tical rebtions to both, I would have been very well astisfied with the election of 
either. When they were both reiuned to the Home of RepieseBtatlvety I found myself 
placed in a new relation to them. I waseiected Vke-Presidi^by the people, and a sense of 
pnypriety fottisde my inteifbrence in the election in the House; yet I could not avoid feming 
an opinion as to the principles that ought to goven the chcnce of the House. This opinion 
was early formed, long beftve I bad the least intioMion of the course of the prominent itf- 
^fidual lefened to by Mr. Crawford, and was wholly independent of what might be hb 
course^ or that of any other uidividual. What the piineiple is that in my opinion ought to 
govern the House of Bepresentatives in the case of a contested election, I leave to be infer: 
red from my subsequent course: So completely did my opinion depend on what I considered a 
sound principle in the abstract, that^ had the position of the two leadmg csndiHates before 
the House been reversed, it would not have influenced my course in the least degiiee. 

As to the reason by which Mr. Crawford endeayors to sustain what he affirms he/Mr«ona% 
^neio, I deem them whelly upworthy of notice. 



CORRESPONDENCE 
©EBT. AISDUEW JACKSON AND JOIO C. OAI^HOUBT: 

PRESIDENT AND VIOE-PBESIDENT OF THEi ITOTED STATES. 



^^ Mat 13, 1830. 

Sir: That frankness, Whicb^ I trust, has always eharacterissed me tfarou^ 
life, towards those with whom I have beenin the habits of friendship, in- 
duces me to lay before you the enclosed copy of a letter from William H. 
Crawford, Eiiq., which was placed in my hands on yesterday. The submis- 
flion, you will perceive, is authorized by the writer. The statements and 
facts it presents being so different from what I had heretofore understood 
to be correct, requires that it should be brought to your consideration. 
They are different from your letter to Governor Bibb, of Alabama, of the 
13th May, 1618, where ypu state *^ General Jackson is vested with full 
power to conduct the war in the manner he may judge best,'' and different, 
too, from your letters to me at that lime,* which breathe throughout a spirit 
of approbation and friendship, and particularly the one in which you say, 
<^< I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 20th 
iritimo, and to acquaint you with the entire approbation of the Pre^dent of 
all the measures you have adopted to terminate the rupture with tiie In* 
dians.'^ My object in making this communication is to announce to you 
the great surprise which is felt, and to learn of you whether it be pomble 
that the information given is correct; whether it can be, under all the eir* 
eumfrtances of which you and I are both informed, that any attei^pt seriously 
to affect me was moved and auBtained by you in the cabinet eouneil* when^ 
aa IS known to you, 1 was but executing the wishes of the GoTvrnniet^t, 
ftnd clothed with tto authority to *^ cenduct the war in the 'manner I Q^ight 
ju4ge hept" 

You can, if you please^ take a copy: the one encl<^ed you will please re- 
turn to me. 

I am^ 3ir, very respectfully. 

Your h^mble servant, 

ANDREW lAC^SOK 

The Hon. J. C. Caxboui^. 



Copt/ of Mr. Crawford* s ktter to Mr. Forsythy enclosed in the above. 

W00DI.AWN, dO/A Jlprily l«ao. 

Mt DEAm Sir: Your letter of the I6th was received by Sunday's mail^ 
together with its enclosure. I recollect having conversed with you at the 
time and pkce^ and upon thesubject, in that endosure stated, but I have net 



^^stinct recoUectiob of What I etaid to you, but I am cei|i!||in there i$ OQf 
error in your statement of that conversation to Mr. — -.! I recollect diB- 
tinctly what passed in the cabinet meting, referred to in your letter to 

Mr. Calhoun's projiosition in the cabinet was, that General Jackson sbouUt 
be puni;9hed in some form, or reprehended in some form; I ktn not positively 
certaiti wnich. As Mr. Calhoun did not propose to arrest General Jackson^ 
I feel confident that I could not have made use of tliat word in my relation 
to you of the circumstances which transpilred in the cabinet, as I have no 
recollection of ever having designedly misstated any transaction in my life, 
and most sincerely believe I never did. My apology for having disclosed 
what passed in a cabinet meeting is this: In the summer after that meeting, 
an extract of a letter from Washington was published in a Nashville paper, 
in which it was itated that I ^ad proposed to arrest General Jackso^, but 
that he was triumphantly defended by Mr. Calhoun and Mr. Adams, This 
letter, I always believed, was written byjMr. Calhoun, or by his directions. 
It had the desired effect. General Jackson became extremely inimical to 
me, and friendly to Mr. Calhoun. In stating the arguments of Mr. Adamfl 
to induce Mr, Monroe to support General Jackson^ conduct throughout, 
adverting lo Mr. Monroe's apparent admission, that if a young oJBScer ha4 
acted so he might be safely punished, Mr. Adams said, that it General Jackson 
had acted so, that if he was a subaltern officer^ shooting was too good for 
him. This, however, was said with a view of driving Mr. Monroe to ail 
unlimited.support of what General Jackson had done, and not witli an un- 
friendly view to the General. Indeed, my own views on the subject had 
undergone a material change after the cabinet had been convened. Mr. 
Calhouh made 3ome allusion to a letter the General had written to the 
President, who had forgotten that he had received such a letter, tut said, if 
he had received such an one, he could find it; and went directly to his cabi- 
^riet, and brought the letter out. In it General Jackson approved of the de^ 
termination of the Government to break up Amelia island and Galveztown, 
and gave it also as his opinion that the Floridas ought to be taken by the 
United States. He added, it might be a delicate matter for the Executive 
to decide; but if the President apprc^yed of it, he had only to give a hint 
V^ some coiifidential member of Congress, say Johnny Ray, and he would 
do it, and take the responsibility of it on himself. I asked the President if the 
fctter had been answered. He replied, ho; for that he had no recollection of ^ 
having received it I then said that I had no dotfiSftv that General Jackson^ 
in taking Pensacola, believed he was dbing what the Executive wished< 
After that letter was produced, unanswered, I should have opposed the in* 
iliotion of punishment upon the General, who had considered the silence of 
the President as a tacit consent; yet it was after this letter was produced and 
read, that Mr. Calhoun made his proposition to the cabinet for punishing 
the General. You may show this letter to Mr. Calhoun, if you^ea«u 
"With the foregoing corrections of what passed in the cabinet, your account 

of it to Mr. is correct. Indeed, there is but one inaccuracy in it, and 

one omission. What I have written beyond them is a mere amplification 
of what passed in the cabinet. I do not know that I ever hinted at the letter 
of- the General to the President; yet that letter had a most important bearing 
upon the deliberations of the cabinet, at least in my mind, and possibly in 
4ie minds ef Mr. Adams and the President; but neither expressedlaiiy 
5> 
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c^pinion upon the subject. It seems it had none upon the mind of Mr. Cal- 
houn, for it made no change in his conduct 

I am, dear sir, your friend, 

And most obedient servant, 
Hon. John FoBSTTH. WM. H. CRAWFORD. 

A true copy from the original in my possession. 

May 12, 1830. JOHN FORSYTH. 

Mr. Calhoun to Oeneral Jackson. 

Washington, 13/A May, 1830- 

Sir: Agreeably toy oi^r request, Therewith return the copy of a letter sign 
ed William H.'Crawford, which I received under cover of your note of thi9 
instant, handed to me this mor,ning by Mr.^Donelson, of which I have re- 
tained a feopy, in conformity with your permission. 

As soon as my leisure will permit, you shall receive a communication from 
me on the subject to which it refers. In the mean time, 1 cannot repress 
the expression of myindignation at the affair; while, at the same time, 1 can- 
not but express my gratification that the secret and mysterious attempts 
which have been making, by false*insinuations, for years, .for political pur- 
poses, to injure my character, are at length brought to light 

J. C. CALHOUN. 

^ the President of the United States. 

Mr. Calhoun to GeneralJackson. 

Washington, 29th May^ 1830. 

Sir: In answering your letter of the 13th instant, 1 wish to be distinctly un- 
derstood, that however high my respect is lor your personal character, and the 
exalted station which you occupy, I cannot recognise the right on your part \^ 
call in question my conduct on the interesting occasion to which your letter 
refers. I acted, on that occasion , in the discharge of a high official duty, and un- 
der re8f>onsibility to my conscience and my country only, in replying, then, 
to your letter, I do not place myself in the attitude of apologising for the part 
I may have acted, or of palliating my conduct on the accusation of Mr. • 
Crawford. My course, I trust, requjres no apology; and if it did, I have to« 
much self respect to make it to^q^^ne in a case touching the discharge of 
my official c5nfftict. I stand on very"dlffej:ent ground. I embrace, the op- 
portunity which your letter offers, not for the purpose of making excuses, but 
as a suitable occasion to place my conduct . in relation to an interesting public 
transaction in its proper light; and I ani gratified that Mr. Crawford,thougk 
far from intending me a kindness, has afforded me such an opportunity. 

In undertaking to place my conduct in its proper light, I deem it property 
premise that it is very far from my intention to defend mine by impeaching 
yours. Where we have differed, I have no doubt that we differed honestly; 
and in claiming to act on honorable and patriotic motives myself, I cheerful- 
ly accord the same to you. 

I know not that I correctly understood your meaning; but, after a carefcdl 
perusal, I would infer from your letter that you had learned for the first 
time, by Mr. Crawford's letter, that you and I placed different construetiom^ 
on the orders under which you acted in the Seminole war; and <hat yoa bad 
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b6ea led to believe, previously, by my letters to yourself and Governor Bifab^ 
that I concurred with you in thinking that your orders were intemied ID 
authorize your attack on the Spanish posts in Florida. Under these impres- 
sions, you would seem to impute to me some degree of duplicity, or at least 
concealment, which required on my part explanation. I hope that my 
conception of your meaning is erroneous; but if it be not, and your meaning 
be such as I suppose, I must be permitted to express my surprise at the mis- 
apprehension, which, 1 feel confident, it will bein my power to correct by 
the most decisive proof, drawn from the public documents,* and the corre- 
spondence between Mr. Monroe and yourself, growing out of the decision 
of the cabinet on the Seminole affair, which passed through my hands at the 
time, and* which I now have his permission to use, as explanatory of my^ 
opinion, as well as his, and the other members of his administration. To 
$ave you the trouble o{ turning to the file of your correspondence, I have 
enclosed extracts from the letterSj^ which clearly prove that the decision of 
the cabinet On thepoint that your orders did not authorize the occupation of 
St. Mark's and Pensacola, was early and fully made known to you, and that 
I, in particular, concurred in the decision. 

Mr. Monroe's letter of the 19th July, 1818, the first of the series, and 
written immediately after the decision of the cabinet, and from which I 
have given a copious extract, enters fully into the views taken by the Execu- 
tive of the whole subject In your reply of the I9th of August, 1818, yott 
object to the construction which the administration had placed on your or- 
ders, and you assign your reasons at large, why you conceived that the or- 
ders under which you acted authorized your operations in Florida. Mn 
Monroe repliedf on the 20th October, 1818; and, after expressing his regret 
that you had placetl a construction on your orders different from what waf 
intended, he invited you to open a correspondence with me, that yoUr con- 
ception of the meaning of your orders, and that of the administration, 
tnight be placed, with the reasons on both sides, on the files of the War 
Department. Your letter of the 15th of November, in answer, agrees to 
the correspondence as proposed, but declines commencing it; to which Mr* 
Monroe replied by a letter of the 21st December, stating his reasons for 
suggesting the correspondence, and why he thought that it ought to commence 
with you. To these, I have added an extract from your letter of the 7th 
December, approving of Mr. Monroe's message at the opening of Congress^ 
which, though not constituting a part of the correspondence from which I 
have extracted so copiously, is intimately connected wit|;i the subject under 
consideration. 

But it was not by private correspondence only, that the view which the 
Executive took of your orders was made known. In his message to the 
House of Repreisentativesof the25th March, 1818, long before inrormation 
of the result dl your operation in Florida was received, Mr. Monroe states, 
that " orders had been given to the General in command not to enter Flori- 
da, unless it be in pursuit of the enemy, and, in that case, to respect the » 
Spanish authority, wherever it may be maifitained; and he will be instruct- 
ed to withdraw his forces from the province as soon as he has reduced that 
tribe (the Seminoles) to order, and secured our fellow-citizens in that 
quarter, by satisfactory arrangements, against its unprovoked and savage 
hostilities in future," In his annual message at the opening of Congress, in 

* See Appendix from A, to F, inclusive^ being anextract, iroin a prmt/t cfHrespondence 
. between Mr. filonroe and den. Jackson in the Seminole campai^. 
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t)aly with hhn, and at his desire, that, under existing circumstances, Ishotilfl 
feel myself justified in corresponding on this or any olher subject connected 
with his public conduct:" to which 1 added, in my letter to you, covering a 
copy of the letter from which the above is an extract, ** with you I cannot 
have the slightest objection to correspond on this subject, if additional in- 
formation be desirable.'^ You expressed no desire for further information, 
and I took it for granted that Mr. Monroe's correspondence with you, and 
the public docuroentis, furnished you a full and clear conception of the con- 
struction which the Executive gave to your orders; under which impression 
I remained till I received your letter of the 13th instant 

Connected with the subject of your orders, there are certain expressions 
in your letter, which, though I am at a loss to understand, I cannot pass 
over in silence. After announcing your surprise at the contents of Mr, 
Crawford's letter, you ask whether the information be correct, "under all 
of the circumstances, of which you and I are both informed, that any attempt 
seriously to aflfect me was moved and sustained by you in cabinet council, 
when, as is known to you, I was executing the wishes of the Government" 
If by wisfteSy which you have underscored, it be meant that there was any 
intimation given by myself, directly or indirectly, of the desire of the Go- 
vernment that you should dccupy the Spanish posts, so far from being 
**^ informed," 1 kad not the slightest knowledge of any such intimation, nor 
did I ever hear a whisper of any such before. But I cannot imagine that it 
is your intention to make a distinction between the wishes and the public 
orders of the Government, as I find no such distinction in your correspond- 
ence with the President, nor in any of the public documents; but,, on the 
contrary, it is strongly rebutted by your relying fbr your jtlistification con- 
stantly and exclusively on your public orders. Taking, then, the "wishes 
of the Government" to be but another expression for its orders, I must refer 
to the proof already ofiered, to show that the wishes of the Government, in 
relation to the Spanish posts, were not such as you assume them to be. 

Having, I trust, satisfactorily established that thei'e has not been the least 
disguise as to the construction of your orders, 1 will now proceed to i^tate 
the part which I took in the deliberations bf the cabinet My statement 
will be confined strictly to myself, as I do not feel myself justified to speak 
of the. course of the other members of the administration; and, in fact, only 
of my own in self-defence, under the extraordinary circumstances connected 
with this correspondence. 

And here I must premise that the t)bject of a cabinet council is not to 
bring together opinions already formed, but to form opinions on the course 
which the Government ought to pursue, after full and mature deliberation. 
Meeting in this spirit, the first object is a free exchange of sentiment, in 
which doubts and objections are freely presented and discussed. It is, I 
conceive, the duty of the members thus to present their doubts and objec- 
tions, and to support them by offering fully all of the arguments in their 
power, but at the same time to take care not to form an opinion till all the 
, facts and views are fully brought out, and every doubt and objection care^ 
fully weighed. In this spirit I came into the* meeting. The questions in* 
volved were numerous and important: whether you had transcended your 
orders; if so, what course ought to be adopte^d; what was tte conduct of 
Spain and her officers in Florida; what was the state of our relations with 
Spain, and, through her, with the other European powers-^a question, at 
that time, of uncommon complication and difficulty. These questions had 
ail to be carefully examined and weighed^ both separately andia connexi9^ 
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before a final opinion could he wisely formed; and never did I see a delibe* 
ration in which every point was more carefully examined, or a greater soli- 
citude displayed to arrive at a correct decision. I was the junior member of 
the cabinet, and had been but a few months in the administration. \s Se- 
cretary of War, I was more immediately connected with the quest iona 
whether you had transcended your orders, and, if so, what course ought to 
be pursued. I was of the impression that you had exceeded your orders, 
and had acted on your own responsibility; but I neither questioned yodf 
patriotism nor your motives. Believing that where orders were transcen.d- 
ed, investigation, as a matter of course, ought to follow, as due in justice 
to the Government and the officer, unless there be strong reasons to the 
contrary, I came to the meeting under the impression that the usual course 
ought to be pursued in this case, which I supported by presenting fully and 
freely all the arguments that occurred to me They were met by other ar- 
guments, growing out of a more enlarged view of the subject, as connected 
with the conduct of Spain and her officers, and the course of policy which 
honor and interest dictated to be pursued towards her, with which some of 
the members of the cabinet were more familiar than m5^self, and whose duty 
it was to present that aspect of the subject, as it was mine to present that 
more immediately connected with the* military operations. After de- 
liberately weighing every question, when the members of the cabinet came 
to form their final opinion, on a view of the whole ground, it was unani- 
mously determined,* as I understood, in favor of the icourse adopted,- and 
which was fully made known to you by Mr. Monroe^s letter of the 19th of 
July, 1818. I gave it my assent and support, as being that which, under 
all the circumstances, the public interest required to be adopted. 

I shall now turn to the examination of the version which Mr. Crawford , 
has given of my course in this important deliberation, beginning with his 
<* apology foi; having disclosed what took place in a cabinet meeting.^' He 
says; ** In the summer, after the meeting, an extract of a letter from Wash- 
ingtpn was published in a Nashville paper, in which it was stated that I 
(Mr; Crawford) had proposed to arrest General Jackson, but that he was 
triumphantly defended by Mr. Calhoun and Mr. Adams. This letter, I al- 
ways believed, was written by Mr. Calhoun, or by his direction. It had 
the desired effect; General Jackson became inimical to me, and friendly to 
Mr, Calhouti." 

I am not at all surprised that Mr. Crawford should feel that he stands in 
need of an apology for betraying the deliberations of the cabinet. It is, I 
believe^ not only the first instance in our country, but one of a very few 
instances to be found in any country,' or any age, that an individual has felt 
absolved from the high obligation which honor and duty impose on one 
situated as he was. It is not, however, my intention to comment on the 
morality of his disclosure; that more immediately concerns himself; andf 
I leave him undisturbed to establish his own rules of honor and fidelity, in 
crder to proceed to the examination of a question in which I am more im- 
jKiediately concerned — the truth of his apology. 

I desire not to speak harshly of Mr. Crawford. I sincerely commiserate 
his misfortune. I may be warm in political contests, but it is not in me to 
retain enmity^ particularly towards the unsuccessful. In the political con- 
test which ended in 1825, Mr. Crawford and myself took opposite sides; ' 

* AcqmeuBfii wo«ld probftbltsr be more cotreet, at least as applicable to one member of the 
xsabMiet* 
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but tv^haterer feelings of unkittdness it gave rise' to hatre long ifince passei 
away on my part The contest ended ia an entire change of the political 
elements of the country; and, in the new state of things which followed, I 
found myself acting with many of the friends of Mr. Orawford, to wtipnl 
I had been recently opposed, and opposed to many of my friends, with whom 
I had, till then, been associated. In this new state of things, my inclina- 
tion, my regard for his friends who were acting with me, and the success^ 
of the cause for which we were jointly contending,-^ali contributed to re- 
move from my bosom every feeling towards him, save that of pity for hii- 
misfortune. I would not speak a harsh word, if I could avoid it; and it is 
a cause of pain to me that the extraordinary position in which he has placed 
me, compels me, in self-defence, to say any thing which must, in its conse- 
quence, bear on his character. 

I speak in this spirit when I assert, as I do, that his apology ha^ no found- 
ation in truth. He offers no reason for charging me with so dishonorabW 
an act as that of betraying the proceedings of the cabinet, and that for the 
purpose of injuring one of my associates in the administration. The charge 
rests wholly on his suspicion, to which I oppose my positive assertion that;, 
it is wholly unfounded. 1 had no knowledge of the letter, or connexion 
with it; nor do I recollect that 1 ever saw the extract. ^But why charge me, 
and not Mr. Adams?^ I had then been but a few months in the adminis- 
tration, and Mr. Crawford and tnyself were on the best terms, without a 
feeling, certainly on my part, of rivalry or jealousy. In assigning the mo- 
tive that he does for the letters, he forgets the relation which existed then 
between you and himself. He says it had the desired effect; that you be* 
came friendly to me, and extremely inimical to him. He does not remem- 
ber tiiat your hostility to him long preceded this period, and had a very diC^ 
ferent origin. He certainly could not have anticipated that a copy of his 
Jetter would be placed in your hand. 

These are not the only difficulties {accompanying his apology: there are 
others still more formidable, and which must compel him to assign some 
ether reason for disclosing the proceedings of tbe cabinet. 

Mr. McDuffie's lettert to me, of the 14th instant, of which I enclose a 
eopy, proves that Mr. Crawford spoke freely of the proceedings of the 
cabinet on his way to Georgia, in the summer of 1818; and dates will show 
that he could not at that time have seen the extract from the Nashville pa- 
per, on which he now rests his apology. The deliberation of the cabinet 
took place between the 14th and 25th July, 1818. On the former day, Mr. 
Monroe returned to Washington fromXondon, and on the latter a general 
exposition of the views of the Government in relation to the operations in 
Florida appeared in 'the Intelligencer. The letter of Mr. Monroe to you* 
of the 19th July, 1818, fixes probably the day of the ^;^<i/ decision of the 
cabinet Mr. Crawford passed through Augusta on the 11th August, as 
announced in the papers of that city, on which day^ or the preceding, hts 
conversation, to which Mr. MeDufiie's letter relates, must have taken plac^ 
On a comparison of these dates^ you will see that it was impossible that Mr. 
Srawfbrd could have seen tlie extract from the Nashville paper When h^^ 

• I wish not to be undentood as iotinwtinir ikmjt Ifr. Adanu tyad the least conn^itioii wHh 
• the affair. I believe him to be utterly incapable of sueh baseness. 

f The lert;ter of th« Hpn. George BfcDuifie, Appendix, marked G. 
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was in Edgefield, and he must consequently find some otlier apology for his 
disclosures. This ivas not the only instance of his making the disclosures 
before he saw the extract. He was at Miliedgville on the 16th of August, 
1818, a few days after he passed through Augusta; and a little after, there 
appeared a statement in the Georgia Journal, somewhat varied from that 
made in Edgefield, but agreeing with it in most of the particulars. I cannot 
lay my hand on the article, but have a distinct recollection of it. You no 
doubt remember it. Circumstances fixed it on Mr. Crawford^ and it has not^ 
to my knowledge, been denied. 

'With such evidence of inaccuracy, either from want of memory, or some 
other cause, in what relates to his own motives and actions, it would be un- 
reasonable to suppose that Mr. Crawford's statements will prove more cor- 
rect in what relates to me. I will now proceed to examine them. He first 
states that I proposed that yoii should *'be punished in some fiprm, or re- 
primanded in some form;'' and to make my course more odious, as I sup- 
pose, he adds, that <<Mr. Calhoun did not propoi^^^o arrest General Jack- 
son." I will not tlwell on a statement which, on its face, is so absurd. How 
could an officer under our law be punished without arrest and trial? And 
to suppose that I proposed such a* course, would indeed be to rate my un- 
derstanding very low. 

The next allegation requires much more attention. He says: <^ Indeed, 
" my o>yn views on the subject had undergone a material change after the cabi- 
^* net had been convened. Mr. Calhoun made some allusion to a letter that 
^'General Jackson had written to the President, who had forgotten that he 
<' had re^lsived such a letter, but said if he had received such a one, he would 
*^ find it, and went directly to his cabinet, and brought it out. In it General 
<^ Jackson approves of the determination of the Government to break up 
'< Amelia island and Oalveztown; and gave it also as his opinion that Florida 
** ought to be taken by the United States. He added, it might be a delicate 
" matter for the Executive to decide, but if the President approved of it, he 
<<had only to give a hint to some copfidential member of Congress, say 
" Johnny Ray, and he would do it, and take the responsibility on himself. I 
^* asked the President if the letter had been answered: he replied, no; for that 
" he had no recollection of receiving it. I then said that I had no doubt that 
^* General Jackson, in taking Pensacola, believed he was doing what the Exe- 
" cutive wished . After that letter was produced, unanswered, I should. have 
*^ opposed the infliction of punishment on General Jackson, who had consi- 
<* dered the silence of the President as a tacit consent; yet it was after the 
* < letter was produced and read, that Mr. Calhoun made the proposition to the 
** cabinet for punishing the General." Again: " I do not know that I ever 
" hinted at the letter to the President, yet that letter had a most important 
<* bearing on the deliberations of the cabinet, at least in my mind, and possi^ 
** biy on the minds of Mr. Adams and the President, but neither expressed 
<< any opinion on the subject. It seems it had none on the mind of Mr. Cal- 
*'houn, for it made no change in his conduct. '* 

It will be no easy matter for Mr. Crawford to reconcile the statement 
which he has thus circumstantially made, with his conduct in relation to 
the Seminole affair, from the time of the decision of the cabinet till the 
subject ceased to be agitated. 

How will he, in the first instance, reconcile it with his Edgefield statement^ 
of which Mr. McDuflSe's letter ^ves an account? The contrast between 
that and the present is most striking; to illufltr»te whicb> I will give an ex* 
3 
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tract from Mr. McDuffie's letter. Mr. McDuffie's letter says, that «he*' (Mr.- 
<♦ Crawford) *<8tated that you** (Mr. Calhoun) "had been in favor of an in- 
<< quiry into the conduct of General Jackson, and that he was the only mem- 
« her of the cabinet that concurred with you. He spoke in strong terms of 
« disapprobation of the course pursued by General Jackson, not only in his 
<< military proceedings, but in prematurely bringing the grounds of his defence 
<< before the country, and forestalling public opinion; thus anticipating the ad- 
<^< ministratiofi. On this point, he remarked, that, if the administration could^ 
<<not give direction to public opinion, but permitted a military officer, -«vha 
<* had violated his orders, to anticips^te them, they had no business, to be at 
« Washington, and had better return home." Such was the language then 
held, and such his tone of feeling at that time. We hear not one word of 
the letter which makes so conspi(;uous a figure in his present statement; not 
one word of the change it effected in his mind in relation to your conduct; 
not a word of his taking a course different from me: but, on the contrary, he 
then stated, directly, that he concurred with me in favoring an inquiry, and 
indicated no difference on any other point; and so far from exempting you 
from the charge of breach of Orders, as he noW attempts to do, he asserted, 
positively, that you had violated your orders. Shall we ffdd the explanation 
of the contrast in the two statements in the difference of his motives then 
and now? Is his motive now to injure me, and was it then to attack another 
member of the administration? Or must it be attnbute<i, as the more cha- 
ritable interp^ietation, to the decay of memory? Whatever may be the true 
explanation, all will agree that a statement, when events were fresh in the 
* meitiory, is to be trusted in preference to one made twelve years after the 
transaction, particularly if the former accords with after events, and the lat- 
ter does not, as is the case in this instance. At the next session of Congress, 
your conduct in the Seminole war was severely attacked in both branches of 
the Legislature. Let us see if the course pursued by Mr. Crawford and 
his personal and confidential friends can be reconciled to the statement which 
he now gives of his course in the cabinet. Mr. Cobb^ of Georgia, now no 
more, was then a prominent member of the House of Representatives. He 
was the particular, personal, and confidential friend of Mr-JUrawford, bis 
near neighbor, and formerly a law student under him. What part did he 
take? He led the attack; he moved the resolutions against you; he accused 
you expressly of the violation of your orders, and sustained the accusation 
with all his powers.* All this accords with Mr. Crawford's statementf of 
his sentiment and his course at the time; but how can it be reconciled to his 
present statement? How could he, on any principle of justice, stand by and 
hear you thus falsely accused, in the face of the world, when he, according 
to his showing now, knew that it was all false? And how can he reconcile 
his silence then, when you stood so much in need of his assistance, with his 
disclosures now, when the agitation has long since passed away, and his aid 
no longer required? But let us turn to the other branch of the Legislature, 
and see whether any occurrence there can explain this apparent mystery. 
General Lacock, of Pennsylvania, the particular friend of Mr. Crawford, 
and in the habit of constant intercourse with him, was the chairman of the 
committee in that body to whom the part of the message which related to 
the Seminole war was referred. Mr. Forsyth, then and now a Senator from 
Creorgia, and who now acts a prominent part in the transaction which has 

*Sce AppeacUx li-4ett^ Iroip Hon. Robert Garpett.. 
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given rise to the present correspondence, wa3 also a member, and was then, 
as he is now, an intimate, personal, and political friend of Mr. Crawf(»*d, 
With two 3uch able and influential friends on the committee, he had the 
most favorable opportunity that could be offered to do you justice. Aecord- 
ing to his own statement, he felt no obligation to observe silence in relation 
to the proceedings of the cabinet Why, then, did he not interpose with his 
friends oa the committee to do you justice? That he did not, I need not 
offer you arguments to prove. The report of the cpmmitte^^is sufficient 
testimony, Should he say that he was restrained by feelings of delicacy 
from interfering with his friends on the committee, how will he reconcile, 
on the principles of justice and honor, his silence after the report so severe- 
ly assailing your motives and conduct was made, when, admitting his present 
statement, it was completely in his power to shield you from censure? 

But^iyhy should I waste time and words to prove that Mr. Crawford's 
whole course is in direct conflict with his present statement of the proceed- 
ings of the cabinet, when there remains an objection that cannot be sur* 
mounted? Tl^e statement is entirely destitute of foundation. It is not true. 
Strange as it may appear, after an account so minute and circumstantial, no 
fluch letter as he reters to was ever before the cabinet, or alluded to in its de- 
liberations. My memory is distinct and clear, and is confirmed by the no less 
distinct recollection of Mr. Monroe and Mr, Wirt, as will fully appear by 
copies of their statements, herewith enclosed. Feelings of delicacy, grow- 
ing out of the political relation of Mr. Adams and Mr. Crowninshield, the 
Other members of the then administration, both towards you and myself, have 
restrained me from applying for their statements, but I have not the lea^t ap- 
pi«hension that they would vary from Mr. Monroe's or Mr. Wirt's.* 

Comment is useless, I will not attempt to explain so gross a misstatenneni^ 
of the jMToceedings of the cabinet, but will leave it to those friends of Mr. 
Crawford who have placed him in thid dilemma to determine whether his 
false statement is to be attributed to an entire decay of memory, ox to some 
other cause; and if the former, to exempt themselves from the responsibili- 
ty of thus cruelly exposing a weakness which it was their duty to conceal. 

It now becomes necessary to say something of your letter of the 6th Janu- 
ary, to which Mr. Crawford has given, in his sHitement, so much promj,- 
nence. My recollection in relation to it accords with Mr. Monroe's state- 
menu I came into his room when he had apparently just received the let- 
ter. He was indisposed at the time. I think he opened the letter in my 
presence, and, finding that it was from you, he gave me the letter to read. I 
cast my ey^ over it, and remarked that it related to the Seminole affair, and 
would require his attention, or something to that effect: I thought no more of 
it. Long after, I think it was at the commencement of the next session of 
Congress, I beard some allusion which brought the letter to my recollection. 
It was from a quarter which induced me to believe that it came from Mr. 
Crawfcmi. I called, and mentioned it to Mr. Monroe, and found that he had 
entirely forgotten the letter. After searching some time, he found it among 
some other papers, and read it, as4ie told me, for the first time. 

Having stated these facts, I should be wanting in candor were I not also 
to state, that, if the facts had been otherwise; had Mr. Monroe read your let- 
ter^ «Qd intentionally omitted to answer it, and had it been brought before 

*See my letter to Mr. Monroe and Mr. Wirt» and tbeir answers; also, letter to Mr. Adams, 
and his answer, written since the date of this letter. Mr. Crowninshield, the other menot* 
W of the eabioet, was absent: see his letter- Stt A^fipiSMXt J» K, !.» il, N, O, P. 
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the cabinet, in my opinion it would not have had the least inflaen<*e on its 
deliberation. The letter was not received till several weeks after the or- 
ders to you were issued, and could not, therefore, as you know, have had 
any influence in drawing them up; and such, I conceive, was your opinion, 
as I do not find any allusion to the letter in your public or private corre- 
spondence at the time, which would not have been the case, had it, in your 
opinion, formed a part of your justification. You rested your defence on 
what I conceive to be much more elevated ground — on the true construction, 
as you supposed, of your orders, and the necessity of the measures which 
you adopted to terminate the war, and not on any supposed secret wish of 
the Executive in opposition to the public orders under which you acted* 
Mr. Crawford, in placing your justification nofjD on such grounds, not only 
exposes your motives to be questioned, but, as far as his acts can, greatly 
weakens your defence. 

On a review of this subject, it is impossible not to be struck with the time 
and mode of bringing on this correspondence. It is now twelve year8 since 
the termination of the Seminole war. Few events in our history have 
caused so much excitement, or been so fully discussed, both in and out of 
Congress. During a greater part of this long period, Mr. Crawford was a 
prominent actor on the public stag^, seeing and hearing all that occurred, 
and without restraint, according to his own statement, to disclose freely aH 
he knew; yet not a word is uttered by him in your behalf; but now, when 
you have triumphed over all difficulties, wh^n you no longer require defeooe, 
he, for the first time, breaks silence, not to defend you, but to accuse one 
who gave you every support in your hour of trial io his power, when you 
were fiercely attacked, if not by Mr. Crawford himself, at least by some of 
his most confidential and influential friends. Nor is the manner less re- 
markable than the time. Mr. Forsyth, a Senator from Cieorgia, here in his 
phce, writes to Mr. Crawford, his letter covering certain enclosures, and 
referring to certain correspondence and eonversations in rehtion to my con- 
duct in the eabinet deliberation on the Seminole question. Mr. Crawford 
answers, correcting the statements alluded to in some instances, and c<m- 
firming and amplifying in others; which answer he authonsra Mr. Forsytli 
to show me, it he pleased. Of all this, Mr. Forsyth gives me not the 
slii^test intimation, though in the habit of almost daily intercourse in the 
Senate; and instead of showing me Mr. OrawfonPs letter, as he wits an* 
thorixed to do, I hear of it, fcM* the first time, by having a ecfpj pot into ny 
band under taoxct <tf your letter of the 13th instant — a copy with important 
blanks, and unaccompanied with Mr. Forsj^'s letter, with its enelosareSt 
to which Mr. Crawford's is in answer. 

Why is this so? Why did not Mr. Forsyth himsdf show me the letter— 
the original letter? By what aathority did he place a copy in yoor hands? 
None is given by the writer. Why is your name inteqioeed? Was it to 
bring me into conflict with the Prraident irf* the United States? If the ch- 
ject of the correipondenoe between Mr. Crawford and Mr. Forsyth be to 
impeach mv conduct, as it would seem to be, by what rule of jostioe am I 
deprived of evidence mataial to my drfenoe, mi which is in the bands of 
my accusers— of a oc^y of Mr. Forsyth's letter, with the endosores; of a 
statement of the eonvenntion and cotreqiondenee iA the two individoais 
whose names are in Uank in the eofpj of Mr. CrawfiMd's lettn* fimushed 
me? Why not infonn me who they are? Their testimony mi^t be highly 
impoitant, and even their nirmea aipiie migjht throw Mdi li^ on this 
iT^yitniioiis affidr. 
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I must be frank. I feci that I am deprived of important rights by the in- 
terposition of your name^ of which I have just cause to complain. It de- 
prives me of important advantages, which would otherwise belong to my po* 
sition. By the interposition of your name, the communication which would 
exist between Mr. Forsyth and myself, had he placed Mr. Crawford's let- 
ter in my hands, as he was authorized to do, is prevented, and lam thus de- 
prived of the right which would have belonged to me in that case, and 
which he could not in justice withhold, of being placed in possession of all 
the material facts and circumstances connected with this afiair. In thus 
complaining, itis not my intention to attribute to you any design to deprive me 
of so important an advantage. I know the extent of yourpublic duties, and how 
completely they engross your attention. They have not allowed you sufficient 
time for reflection in this case, of which evidence is afforded by the ground 
that you assume in placing the copy of Mr. Crawford's letter in my hand, 
'which you state was submitted by his authority. I do not so understand 
him; the authority was, as 1 conceive, to Mr. Forsyth, and not to yourself, 
and applied to the original letter, and not to the copy, both of which, as I 
have shown, are very important in this case, and not mere matters of form. 
I have asked the question. Why is this afiair brought up at this late period, 
and in this remarkable manner? It merits considerata, at least from my- 
self. I am in the habit of speaking my sentiments an^pinions freely,, and 
I see no cause which ought to restrain me on the present occasion. I should 
be blind not to see that this whole affair isapoliticalmanceuvre^'in which the 
design is that you should be the instrument, and myself the victim, but in 
which the real actors are carefully concealed by an artful movement. A 
naked copy, with the names referred to in blank, affords slender means of de* 
tection; while, on the contrary, had I been placed, as I ought to have been, in 
possession of all the facts which I was entitled to be, but little penetration would 
probably have been required to see through the whole affair. The names 
which are in blank might of themselves, through their political associations, 
point directly to the contrivers of this scheme. I wish not to be misunder- 
stood. I have too much respect for your character to suppose you capable 
of participating in the slightest degree in a political intrigue. Your charac^ 
ter is of too high and generous a cast to resort to such means, either for your 
own advantage or that of others. This the contrivers of the plot well knew; 
• but they hoped through your generous attributes, through your lofty and 
jealous regard lor your character, to excite feelings throu|pi which they ex- 
pected to consummate their designs. Several indications forewarned me, 
long since, that a blow was meditated against me; I will not say from the 
quarter from which this comes; but in relation to this subject, more than two 
yearn since, I had a correspondence . with the District Attorney for the 
Southern District of New York, on the subject of the proceedings of the 
cabinet on the Seminole war, which, though it did not then excite particular 
attention, has since, in connexion with other circumstances, served to direct 
my eye to what was going on. 

Of Mr. Crawford I speak with pain, and only in self-defence; but, that 
you may more fully realize the spirit which actuates him, and how little 
scrupulous he is of the means that he uses where I am concerned, I would 
refer you for illustration to facts in the possession of one who stands to you 
in the relation of a constitutional adviser, and who from his character is en- 
titled to your entire confidence; I mean the Postmaster General. No one 
kftows better than yourself how sacred the electoral college for the choice of 
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President and Vice President should be considered in our system of go- 
vernment The electors are the trustees of the high sovereign power of the 
people of the Statet, as it relates to the choice of those magistrates; and oq 
the degree of fidelity with which the trust may be discharged depends, in a 
great degree, the successful operation of out* system. In order to prevent, as 
far as practicable, political intrigue, or the operation of extraneous influence 
on the choice of ihe electoral college, it is provided that they shall meet in 
their respective States, and that theyjshall vote, throughout the Union, on the 
same day, and be selected within thirty-four days of th^ time designated for 
the election; thus excluding with the greatest care all other influence on the 
choice of the electors^ except the will of their constituents; but where the object 
was to injure me, the sacred character of the college was an insufficient re- 
straint. Mr. Crawford wrote to Major Barry in October, 1828, ( a copy of 
whose letter he has furnished me at my request,) requesting him earnestly to 
use his influence with the electors not to vote for me as Vice-President, 
though be could not be ignorant that I had been nominated for that office^ - 
on the preceding 8th January, when your friends nominated you, in a State 
convention, for the high station which you now hold, and that the electors 
were pledged to vote for you as President, and myself as Vice-President. 
This is not the od||^lnstance of hi^ interference. He pursued the same 
course in Tennessee and Louisiana, as I am informed on the highest authority. 

At an earlier period, he resorted to means not much less objectionable to 
injure my standing, and to influence, as far as I was concerned, the election. 
I am not ignorant of his correspondence with that view, and whicli, I feejl 
confident, had not escaped your observation. But I will not dwell on this 
disagreeable subject 1 have no resentment towards Mr. Crawford. I have 
looked on in silence, without resorting to any means to counteract the injury 
which he intended me; and I now depart from the rule which I have care- 
fully observed ever since the termination of the presidential election in 
1825, because his present attack comes through a channel, my high respect 
for which lyould not permit me to be silent I have, however, in noticing 
what I could not pass over, situated as I now am, endeavored to limit 
myself by the line of self'-defence, and if I have apparently gone beyond 
in making any remarks on his conduct, which his letter did not naturally 
suggest, my apology will be found in the necessity of showing the state of 
hisieefings towards me, so that the motive which influenced him in the 
course which has caused this correspondence may be fully understopd. 
<.<Jt^m, sir, very respectfully, 
"* '* Your obedient servant, 

JOHN-C. CALHOUN, 

President Jackson. 



^ No. 4. 

General Jackson to Mr. Calhoun. 

May 20 y 1&30. 

Sir: Your communication of the 29th instant was handed me this morn- 
ing just as I was going to church, and of course was not read until I returned. 
I regret to find ^at you have entirely mistaken my note of the 13tb 
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instant. There is no part oT it which calls in (|uestion either your conduct 
or your motives in the case alluded to. Motives are to be inferred from 
actions, and judged of by our God. It hiaid been intimated to me many 
years'ago, that it was you, and not Mr. Crawford, who had been secretly en- 
deavoring to destroy my reputation. These insinuations I indignantly re-, 
pelled, upon the ground that you, in all your letters to me, professed to be 
my personal frieiid, and approved entirely my conduct in relation to the 
Seminole campaign. I had too exalted an opinion of your honor and 
frankness, to believe for one moment that you could be capable of such de- 
^ception. Under the infiuence of these friendly feelings, (which I always 
entertained for you,) when I was presented with a copy of Mr. Crawford's 
letter, with that frankness whic^ ever has, and I hope ever will characterize 
my conduct, I considered it due to you, and the friendly relations which 
had always existed between us^ to lay it forthwith before you, and ask if 
the statements contained in that letter could be true. I repeat, I had a right 
lo believe that you were my sincere friend, and, until now, never expected 
to have occasion to say of you, in the language of Caesar, Et iu Brute. 
The evidence which has brought me to this conclusion is abundantly con- 
tained in yoiir letter now before me. In your and Mr. Crawford's dispute 
I have no interest whatever; but it may become necessary for ^me hereafter, 
when I shall have more leisure, and the documents at hand, to place the sub* 
ject in its proper light; to notice the historical facts and references in your 

^ communication, which will give a very different view of this subject. 

' It is due to niyself, however, to state that the knowledge of the Executive 
documents and orders in my possession will show conclusively that I had 
authority for all I did, and that your explanation of my powers, as declared 
to Governor Bibb, shows your own understanding of tliem. Your letter to 
me of the 29th, handed to-day, and now before me, is the first intimation 
to me thztyou ever entertained any other opinion or view of them. Your 
conduct, words, actions, and letters, I have ever thought, show this. Under 
standing you iiow, no further communication^with you on this subject is ne- 
cessary. 

I have the honor to be 

Very respecfully, 

Your most obedient servant, 

ANDREW JACKSON. 
To the Hon. J. C. Calhoun. 



No. 5. 

Mr. Calhoun lo General Jackson. 

Steamboat Potomac, 

IslJunef 1830. 
Sir: Though you intimate, in your letter of yesterday, that no further com- 
munication with me is necessary on the subject to which it refers, I feel my- 
self impelled to notice some of your remarks, lest my silence should be 
construed into an acquiescence in their truth or justness. I shall be as brief 
as possible. 

You say that I have entirely mistaken your letter of the 13th May, 
in supposing that it questioned either my motives or conduct I am 
not aware that I bav<) imputed to you an impeachment of my motives; 
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but I certainly did understand that you had qdestioned the sincerity and 
frankness of my conduct; and I must add that your present letter, notwith- 
standing the most demonstrative proof which I had offered to the contrary, 
shows clearly that I understood^you correctly, and of course was not, as 
you suppose, mistaken. 

I have no doubt that there are those who, actuated by enmity to me, and 
not friendship to you, have, in the most artful manner, for years intimated 
that I have, been secretly endeavoring to injure you, however absurd the 
idea; but I must express my surprise that you should have permitted insinu- 
ations, as base as they are false, to operate on you, when every word and 
act of mine gave to them the lie direct. I feel conscious that I have honor- 
ably and fully performed towards you every duty that friendship imposed, 
and that any imputation to the contrary is wholly unmerited. 

You mistake m supposing that I have any dispute with Mr. Crawford. 
That he bears me ill will is certain: but whatever feeling of unkindness I 
ever had towards him has long since passed away: so much so, that, instead 
of returning bis attacks on me, the line of conduct which I had prescribed 
to myself, was, to bear patiently and silently all that he might do or say, 
leaving it to time and truth to vindicate my conduct If I have apparently 
depal'ted from the rule that I had prescribed in this case, it was not be- 
cause there was any disposition on my part to alter the line of my conduct; 
* but when you interposed your name, by placing in my hands a copy of his 
letter, addressed to Mr. Forsyth, I was compelled, by an act of yours, in 
order that my silence might not be interpreted into an acknowledgment of ^ 
the truth of Mr. Crawford's statement^ to correct his misstatements, and to 
expose the motives of enmity which actuated him, and which sought to use 
you as an instrument of its gratification. 

You intimate, that, at some future time, when you may have more leisure, 
you will place the subject of this correspondence in a different light I wish 
you to be assured, I feel every confidence, that, whenever you may be dis- 
posed to controvert the correctness of either my statement or conduct in this af- 
fair, I shall be prepared on my part to maintain the truth of the one, and frank- 
ness, honor, and patriotism of the other, throughout this whole transaction. 

That you honestly thought that your orders authorized you to do what 
you did, I have never questioned; but that you can show by any document, 
public or private, that they were intended to give you the authdrity which 
you assumed, or that any such construction was placed on them, at any time, 
by the administration, or myself in particular, I believe to be impossible. 

You remark that my letter of the 29th instant is the first intimation you * 
had that I had taken a different view from yourself of your orders. That 
you should conceive that you had no intimation before, is to me unaccounta- 
ble. I had supposed that the invitation of Mr. Monroe, in his letter to you 
of the 20th October, 1818, with the intention that the different views taken 
by you and myself of the orders should be placed on the files of the Depart- 
ment, and my letter to you of the 13th April, 1828, covering a copy of 
my letter to Major Lee, in which I refer to the public documents, and pri- 
vate correspondence between you and Mr. Monroe, as containing the views 
taken of your orders, and the offer which I made to present my views more 
fully, if not ^iven sufficiently explicit in the documents referred to, were 
at least an intimation that we differed in the construction of the orders; and 
I feel assured that neither " my conduct, words, actions, or letters," afford 
tbe slightest proof to the contrary* 
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The charge which. ycu iiDtve made against me, of tf^vet hostility and <^- 
position, which, if true, would so vitally affect my character for sincerity and 
honer, and which has caused a rupture in our long continued friendship, has 
no other foundation but that of a difference between Qs in the construction 
of your orders— orders issued by myself, the intention of which I, of course, 
CQuld not mistake, whatever may be their true construction in a military 
point of view, and the right and duty of interpreting wjbieh belonged espe- 
cially to me, as the head of the War Department. The mere statement of 
these facts must :give rise to a train of reflections, the expression of which 
I cannot suppress. 

Your course, as I understand it, assumes for its hasis that I, who, as Secre- 
tary of War, issued the orders, have some motive to coiiceal my construction 
of them, as if I had no right to form aoi opinion whether the officers to 
whom', they were given had transcended them or not, while the officer was 
at perfect liberty to express and msiiitain his construction. My right, as 
Secretary of War, was at least as perfect as yours, as commanding officer, to 
judge of the true intent and limits of your orders; and I had no more motive 
to conceal my construction of them than you had to conceal yours.' The 
idea of concealment never entered my conception; and to suppose it, is to 
suppose that I was utterly unworthy of the office which I occupied. Why 
should I conceal? I owed no responsibility to you; and if you were not 
afraid to place your construction on your orders, why should I be afraid to 
place mine? It was an affair of mere official duty, involving no question of ' 
private enmity or friendship, and I so treated it. 

In conclusion, I must remark, that I had supposed that the want of sineerity 
and frankness would be the last charge that would be brought against me. 
Coming from a quarter from which I had reason to expect far different treat- 
ment,, and destitute, as I know it to be, of the slightest foundation, it could 
not fa il to excite feelings too warm to be expressed, with a due regard to the 
official relation which I bear to you. 

I have the, honor to be, 

Very respectfully, 

'Your most obedient servant. 

J. C. CALHOUN 

&en. A* Jackson. 



No. 6. 
Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Calhoun. 

Georgetown, District op Colttmbia, 

May 31, 1830. 

Sir: Having, at the request of the President to be informed what took 
place in the. cabinet of Mr. Monroe on the subject of the Seminole cam- 
paign, laid befJre him a copy (except the omission of a name) of a letter 
from Mr. Crawford, which has since been communicated to you, the Presi- 
dient has thought it just to permit me to read your answer of the 29th inst. 
to his letter enclosing it. Between you and the President, or between you 
and Mr. Cravsrford, or between you and the friends of Mr. Crawford, when 
spoken of in general^ it is not my design to intervene^ ' There ve, however, 
4 
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dceuDifilaiiieea inyour letter, of a peraonal i^haraeter, that require to be plaeed 
in their tnie light, in justice to you and to myself. As to t£e first, you com* 
plain that the interposition of the name of the President deprives you of 
important rights: among these is enumerated <<the right of being placed 
(by me) in possession of all the fatts and cirlsumstances connected with thia 
afiair." So far as I understand the point on which the President dewed 
information,, there iia^p^circumstance or fact within my knowledge that can 
throw any additional light upon it. There is certainly no fact or drcum- 
atance within my knowledge, directly or collaterally -eonneeted with Jt,^ 
that is not at your service. 

If desirable to you, you ^hall be furnished^ with jbl copy of my letter (a 
copy of it is in the President's hands) referred to in Mr. C.'s letter to nie, 
and with the name of the gentleman to whom it was. written,, known also to 
the President I cannot promise a omy of the letter irom Savannah, .to 
which my first was an answer, as I am not sure thai it is in being; if it is, 
and can be found on my return to Georgia, you can have a copy of it 
Having thus offered justice, according toyour view ^ it, you will net be 
aorpriml that I should expect juatice in return. Your answer to the Presi* 
dent seems to be founded upon the presumption diat diere ia some conspira- 
cy secretly at work to do injury to your character, and to destroy your 
political eonsequence. With this presumption I have no concern; but the 
circumstances under which my name is introduced by you render it proper 
thai I should be distinctly informed if this charge of eonapiraey against you. 
ia intended to apply to me. 

In justice to Mr. C, and for his xise, I shall apply to the President for a 
copy of your letter of the 29th instant If you have any objection, you 
will state it 1 shall take it for granted Aat you acquiesce, unless other- 
wise informed. 

lam, Sir^ 

' Your obedient servant, 

JOHN FORSYTH. 

Hon. JoB9 C. Calhoun. 



No. 7. 

ilfr. Calhoun to Mr. Forsy(li.\ 

Steamboat Potohac, 

l8t June, 1830. 
Sib: I have just received ;^our letter of the Slst ultimo, which was hand- 
ed me hj Mr. Arciher. It ^vesme the first intimation that I have had, that 
the President applied to you to obtain information of what took place in the 
cabinet of Mr. Monroe on the subject, of the Seminole campaign; and, of 
conniie,- as I suppose, that yoii were acting for him, and not for yourself, in 
your eorrespondence with Mr. Crawford. Neither the copy, of his letter to 
you, pliksed in my hands by the President, nor his note covering the copy, 
^ve me the slightest intimation of this fact; but, on the contrary, I had a ' 
right to presume, from. Mr. Crawford giving you authority to show me his 
letter if you pleased, Uiat the correspondence originated with yourself, and 
Was under your entire control, and not, as I now infer, "at the request of 
the Presi^nt, and for his use.'' The view in which Ireguded the correspond*- 



Ac%y «ti4 wMoii I wai^ justified to do, judnng by the fkets before riie, Mly 
explaiiM my vemarks in my letter to the President, as far as you were eon* 
cemed wiflt thiem. 

In the direction whieh this affair has taken, it is not lor me to deterniine 
whether you ought to furnish me any information, or what it ought to be. 
^Had I supposed, that, under the eireumstances in which I was placed, sudi e 
right belonged to me, I wouM have claimed it preT|6|^tiy to my answer to 
llhe Presidenffir letter, so «s to hare had die advarage,- before I made my re- 

SYf of whatev^ light mi|^t be furnished from the sources I therein indiest^ 
i That there are those whaintend Alt tins afiair shall operate iaigai Ast me 
]M»Iitically, by causing a rupture between myself and the President, and 
thef^by affect, if possiUe, my standing wid) the nation, I cannot doubt, for 
reasons which I hai^ stated in my gnawer to the President; but I must be 
permitted to express my surprise that you diould suppose that my remarks 
comprehended .yovj when they expressly referred to those wlwse n^mes 
did not appear in the transaction, and consequently excluded you. 

My answer to the President is his property, and not niine; and cddse- 
^^juentiy ft belongs to him, and not to me, todefermine to whoni he shall, or 
shall not, give copies. 

I am, very respectfully, &c. 

J. C. CALHOUN. 
Hon. JoHir FoRSTTH. 



No. 8. 
Mr. Calhoun to Oenerat Jackson. 

PxirnuBToif, June dS, 18^. 

Sir: I embrace the first leisure moment since my return home to endo^ 
to you a copy of a letter from Mr. Forsyth, the origunal of which was handed 
to me on my passage from Washington to Norfoll^ on board the steamboat, 
and also a copy of my answer. 

You will learn, by a perusal of Mr. Forsyth's letter, diat it rders to the 
correspondence between us, and that it places the subject of that corre- 
spondence in a light in some respects different from what I had previously 
regarded it I had supposed, mm the complexion of your letters to me, 
that the copy of Mr. Crawford's letter to Mr. Forsyth had been placed by 
the latter in your hands, without any previous act mr agency on your part; 
but, by Mr. Forsyth's letter to me, I am informed Uiat such is not the fact 
It seems that he acted ad ywxf agent in the afilr. He stales that you applied 
to him to be informed of what took place in the cabinet of Mr. Monroe on 
the subject of the Seminole campaign; and linfer, i& the informadon could be 
obtained only from sofne one of the members of the ciibinet, and as Mr. 
Forsyth was not one, and, as far as I am informed, not particularly intimate 
with any of its members, except Mr. Gfvwford, that the object of your re^ 
quest was to obtain the information through Mr. Forqrth from Mr. Craw- 
M>rd, and that, consequently, in Writing to him, and in placing the copy of 
his letter ilk your liands, he eant b# r^arded in no other light but li^tt #f 
]f[outagBnt ... 
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Under thiff nisiy ae^ct of this affair, I ooncejive riliatlThAvbthd right i0 
claim, of you to be put in possession of all the additional informationr, which 
I mi^t fairly have demanded of Mr. Forsyth, had the correspondence been 
originally between him and myself, on the supposition on which I acted pre- 
viously to the receipt of his letter. He avows himself ready^ if desired by 
me, to furnish me with the additional information; b«it a sense of propriety 
would not permit mei' t9 make the request of him^ Considered as j/our 
ag§nf in this affair, it is nai /or me to make the request of informatitm^/* 
him. What additional information I conceive myself to be entitled to, my 
letter* to you of the 29th May will sufficiently indicate. A part of the 
informatiop, it seems from Mr. Forsyth's letter, is already in your p08$es- 
sion, and there can be no doubt but the whole would be furnished at yoor 
request 

I make this application solely from the desire of obtaining the means of 
emahiing me to unravel this mysterious affair. . Facts. and circumstances, 
light of themselves, may, when viewed in connexion, afford' important light 
as to the origin and object of what I firmly believe to be a base political in^ 
trigue, got up by those who regard your reputation and the public interest 
much less than their own personal advancement 

I must remark, in conclusion, that the letter of Mr. Forsyth affprdsto my 
mind conclusive proof that the intimations to my prejudice, to which you 
refer in your letter of the dOth ultimo, and which you seem to think made 
no impression on jour mind, have not been without their intended effect. 
On no other supposition can I explain the fact, that, without giving m^ any 
intimation of the step, you should apply for information, as to my course 
in the cabinet, to one whom you knew to be hostile to me as Mr. Craw- 
ford is, and who could not, as you know, make the disclosure consistently 
with the principles of honor and fidelity, when my previous correspondence 
with you ought to have satisfiecl you that I was prepared to give you, frankly 
and fully, any it^formation which you might desire, in relation to my course 
on the occasion. "^ , 

J. C. CALHOUN. 
"^To Ppfesident JaCksow. '■ '■ 
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' Oenerali Jackson to Mr. Forsjfikti ■ " " 

WisHiNGTOir, June 7, 18S0. , 
r Sia^ I havereceived your letter of the Sd.iastant, enclosingacopy of your 
leiter.to Mr. Calhoun, of the 3 1st ultimo, and his reply thereto, all which I 
}javi^4u|y noted. 

.' Ypii have requested a copy of Mr. Calhoun's letter to me of the 2dth of 
34ay last, for.tbe|)urpose of its being shown, to Mr. Crawford. Mr. Cal* 
boun, in his reply to you, does not consent, nor yet object, to your being fur- 
lushed with a copy, but refers the matter to my discretion. 

,jA copy of the original .letter of Mr. Crawford to you having been sub- 
tnitted to me, it occurred as being proper and correct that you should, be 
apprised of Mr. Calhoun^s answer, and therefore, it was shown to you. I 
c^nmot, on reflpetioin, perceive any impropriety in now according to you 



the request y6U hdVB made; particqkirly as, on 3rour referring this matter to 
Mr. Calhoun, he does not object I accordingly send it, with this injunction^^ 
that it be used for no other purpose but the one you have stated, to be 
shown to Mr. Crawford. i 

Inthe letter which you have addressed to Mr. Calhoun, you state as fol- 
lows, to wit: <* Having, at the request of the President to be informed what 
took place in the cabinet of Mr. Monroe on the subject of the Seminole 
campaign, bid before him a copy (esioept the onysaion of a name) of a let- 
ter from Mr. Crawford,'' fcc. &c. This is construed by Mr. Calhoun into 
,E declaration that I requested you to furnish me with the information. I 
ani satisfied it was not by you so iwtended, and I would be glad you would 
so explain it to him. I never conversed with you upon this subject previ- 
ous to the time when you sent me Mr, Crawford's leker. The facts are 
these: I had been' informed that Mr. Crawford had made a statement con-' 
cerning this business, which bad come to the knowledge of Col. James A. 
Hamilton, of New York. On meeting with CoL Hamilton, I inquired of 
him, and received for answer that he had, but remarked that he did not 
think it proper to commiinicate without the consent of the writer. I an- 
swered, that, being informed that the Marshal of this District had, to a 
friend of mine, made a similar statement to that said to have been made 
by Mr. Crawford, I would, be glad to see Mr. Crawford's statement, and 
desired he would write and obtain his consent. My reasons were, that I 
had, from the uniform friendly professions of Mr. Calhoun, always believed 
him my friend in all this Seminole business; and I had a desire to know if 
in this I had been mistaken, and whether il was possible for Mr. Calhoun 
to have acted with such insincerity and duplicity towards me. 

I have enclosed Mr. Calhoun a copy of this letter; 

• And am, Sir, With respectful regard, 

Your most obedient servant, 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

The Hon., John Forsyth; Senator in Congress. 



No. 9.* — (Continued.) 
Mr. Forsyth to General Jackson^ 

Augusta, June Vlth^ 183l>., 

§ir: I Have had the honor to receive your letter of the 7th instant, and the 
copy papers enclosed with it.- The'paplers will be shown to Mr. Cjrawford, 
9nd no other use ma^e 6f them, by me. ; . 

I did not intend to convey to Mr. Calhoun the idea that any personal com- 
munication ever took place between us, prior to the date of Mr. Crawford's 
letter, relative to the occurrences in Mr. Monroe's cabinet on the question 
of the Seminole war. What L intended he should know, and I suppose will 
now u'nderstand,' if I have inadvertently misled him, is, that I did not volun^ 
teer to procure the information contaiiied in Mr. Crawford's letter, but that 
it was obtained' for your use in compliance with your request. Major Hamil- 
ton requested me^ in your name, to give to you what 1 had previously given 
to him-^Mr. Crawford's acceunt of tjie ttansactkn*. Witk'this request I 



complied, after having first obtaiiied Mr. Crtwibrd's cooflenl, and received 
from him his correction of t mistake I had Hiade in repeating his verbal 
Statement. 

I have the honor to be, Ac. 

JOHN FORSYTH. 
Gen. Akdrsw jAGXSoir, Preaident qf Me Untied State$. 



AvQOTTAf June 17, ISSo; 
Si|i: Gen Jackson having sent to jrou a copy of his letter to me of the 
Ml instant, it is proper that jrou should see the answer to it; you wiH find a 
.copy on the opposite page. 

I arn^ Sir^ with ifespeet, 

JOHN FOKSYTH. . 

Hon, JOHK C. /CAiaOVN. 



No. 9.— ^Contiiiued.) 
OeneralJackson to Mr. Calhoun. 

WAsniNOTaN, June 7, 183d. 

Sin: On the 5th inst I received a lett^ from Mr. Forsydi of the Senates^ 
requesting a copy of your letter to me of the 29th of May last I have not 
been able to perceive any objeetiona to COfnply with his request A copy 
of my letter to him on this subject, Ibave thought it proper, should be sent 
to you; it is therefore enclosed. 

I am. Sir, very respectfully, 

Your nu>st obedient servant^ 

ANDREW JACKSON 
The Hon. J. C. Calrovn, 
•^ Ftoe^Fresideni of the U. SHUts. 

* 
No. 10. 

General Jachion to Mr. Calhoun. 

HxaMiTAax, June 19,* 1636. 

Sir: Tour letter of the 2ed June last has just been received, via Washing* 
ttn city. I regret that mine to you of the 7tii of lilajN covering a copy of 
one to Mr. For^h from me of the same date, had not reached you, as it 
would have prevented you from falling into the gross errors vou have, from 
the unfounded hrfbrences you have drawn from Wr.'FWsyAV letter to me, 
and would have informed you that I had no oonversation or communiieation 
with Mr. Forsyth on the sulject ailuded to, before the receipt of the copy 
Of Mr. Crawford's lotter, which I so prompdy laid before yon. To cor- 
rect the errors into which the inferences yon have drawn foom Mr. For- 
vj^'s letter have led you, I herewith again enclose you a cq^y of my letter 

^ mt^ded iirobablsr for the 19tlL Julj. 
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to Mr. JPorqrthof the 7th of May, and hia anawer thertto of the 17th Julie 
laat, whi^h 1 received on the 8tb instant, and I have to reeret that any in- 
terruption of the mail prevented your receipt of mine of me 7th of May, 
which was mailed the same time mine to Mr. Forsyth was. 

Mr. Forsyth having promised, in his letter to me of the 17th Jvnc, that 
he would explain, and by letter correct you in the unjust and unfoundc4 
inferences which you had drawn from his letter; and I must add here, for 
your information, that, if I understood your other allusions, they are as 
equally unfounded. I have never heard it even intimated, except in your 
letter, that the individual to whom I suppose you allude had the slightest 
knowledge on the subject, or the most remote agency in the matter. In 
CPpelufion, I repeat, I, have always met the intimations of your haying 
nMMle before the cabinet, ip secret cou|icil, against me, injurious moyements, 
with flat and positive denial, and brought Into view, by way of rebutter^ 
your uniform and full approval of my miole conduct on the Seminole cam- 
paign, so far a^ I, or any of my friends, had lieard you on the subject; and 
the nigh character you sustained for fair, open, and honorable conduct in dl 
thing$ was entirely opposed to the secret, uncandid, and unmanly course 
ascribed to yoq by those intimations, and I banished from my mind what I 
conceived to be unjust imputations upon your honor, by ascribing duplicity 
to you, and never, until after the intimations were communicatea to me of 
the suggestions of the Marshal, as stated in my letter to Mr. Forsyth, (a oop}r 
of which was enclosed to you.^ It was then thatl had a desire so see the 
statement said to have been maoe by Mr. Crawford, and, when informatioii 
(informed) by Colonel Hamilton that such statements had been seen in 
writing, that I made the iBquest to see it, with the ol;gect of laying it before 
you, which I then supposed would meet your prompt and positive negative. 
But I regret that instead of a ^eg^itive, which 1 had a right to expect, I had 
the poignant mcMtification to see in your letter an admission of its tenth. 
TJudersitanding the matter now, I feel no interest in this altercation, and 
leave you and Mr. Crawford, and all ^onoenied, to settle the afiair in your 
own way, and now close this eorpespoodence for ever. 
I am, very respectfully. 

Your most obedient servant, 

ANDREW JACKSON 

Hon. J. C. Calhoun, 

> Vice*PreHdmt of the U. States. 



No. 11. 

. . ^ Mr. CaVunin to^ Oeneral Jackson. 

FoBT Hill, 25M *fM^5/, 1830.- 

Stu: I received, on. the 6th instant, your .letter dated the 19th June, but 
vrtttfih) I supnose, was intended for. the 19th July^ ^th its endosuros. On 
dne Mth of June I received the note of Mr. JV>rsyth, covering a copy of 
bis letter to you of the 17thsame month; but, owing to some &lay in the 
eonyejran^se, for which I am unable to account I did not receive your letter 
of the 71^ June^ covering a copy of your letter to Mr. Forsyth, till the L4tli 
3nly« . . 
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Yoii regret that I did not receive your letter of the 7th June before £ 
wrote mine of the 28th of the same months on the ground, to use your own 
language, that it would have prevented me "from falling into the gross er- 
rors you have from the unfounded inferences you have drawn from Mr- 
Forsyth's letter to me." You cannot more sincerely regret than 1 do tliat 
any delay in the mail deprived me of the advantage of ihe statement in your 
letter to Mr. Forsyth, seeing that you deemed it material to a correct un- 
derstanding of the facts; biit I must say, after a careful perusal of your let- 
ter to him, as well as yours to myself, I am utterly at a loss to perceive the 
<* gross errors" of which you accuse me. As far as I can understand you, 
they seem to consist in the supposition that I inferred from Mr. Forsyth's 
letter that you applied to him personally to obtain the information from 
Mr. Crawford, of what took place in the cabinet on the Seminole question; 
whereas, in fact, you applied not to him, but to Mr. James Hamilton, of New 
York; and that it was he, and not you, who applied to Mr. Forsyth to obtain 
tl|e information. If there be a difference in principle between the two state- 
ments, I can only say that 1 am hot responsible for it The charge of *' er- 
ror" ought to be made against Mr. Forsyth, and not me. His words are: 
'* Having, at the request of the President to be informed what took place in 
tiie cabinet of Mr. Monroe on the subject of the Seminole campaign, laid 
before him a copy (except the omission of a name) of a letter from Mr.- 
Crawford, which has been since communicated to you," &c. &c. Now, 
Sir, if I had inferred from these words, as you suppose I did, that you had 
j»^rsonaIly applied to Mr. Forsyth to obtain the information for you, I would 
have done no more than what I fairly might, without the imputation of 
*« gross errors. " But I made no such inference; on the contrary, I have used 
almost the very words of Mr. Forsyth. My language is: " I had supposed, 
from the complexion of your letters to me, that the copy of Mr. Crawford's 
letter to Mr. Forsyth had been placed by the latter in your hands, without 
any previous act or agency on your port; but, by Mr. Forsyth's letter to me, 
I am informed that such is not the fact. It seems that he acted as your 
agent in the affair. He states that you applied to him to be informed of 
what took place in the cabinet of Mr. Monroe on the subject of the Semi- 
nole campaign." In my letter to Mr. Forsyth, I use almost verbatim the 
^me language. As far as I am capable of understanding the force of words, 
my language does not vary, in the smallest degree, in its sense, from that 
used by Mr. Forsyth in his letter to me, and most certainly, does not more 
strongly imply than his does that you applied to him personally for the in- 
formation. But, suppose I had fallen into the <*gross errors" of inferring 
from Mr. Forsyth's letter that you had personally applied to him, when^ in 
fact, it was not you, but your agent, James Hamilton, (of New Yorli,) who ap- 

Jlied for you in your name, as Mr. Forsyth informed you in his letter of 17th 
une, it requires more penetration than I possess^ to discover how the differ- 
ence can, in the slightest degree, affect the only material question, whether he 
acted as a mere volunteer, or as your agent Mr. Forsyth himself decides 
this question. He tells you expressly, mat he did not act as a volunteer; and 
it is on the ground that he acted for you, and not for himself, that I claimed^ 
of you to be put in possession of certain facts connected with the subject of 
our correspondence, which were in the possession of Mr. Fprsjrth, and 
which I deemed important to the full, development of this affitir; but, in-' 
stead of complying with so reasonable a request j you reply, not by denying* 
the justice of the request, nor that he acted for you, and not for himself 
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but by accusing me of ^^ grqss errors,'^ an assumption on your part at osuiB 
gratuitous and immaterial, diat I had inferred that you had applied to Mr. 
Forsyth personally, when, in fact, the application had been made for you, 
in your own name, by Mr. Hamilton. I must say, that I cannot see in 
your statement the least excuse for withholding from me the information 
requested; and I am constrained to add, that I have looked in vain in the 
course which you have pursued for tbe evidence of that frankness which ' 
jrou assured me, in submitting the. copy of Mr Crawford's letter to nae, has' 
ever characterised your conduct towards those with whom you had been in 
habits of friendship. As connected with this point, let me call your atten<^ 
tion to a fact which has not been explained, though in my opinion it ouftht 
to be. It now appears, that when Mr. Forsyth placed the copy of Mr. 
Crawford's letter in your hands, he also placed with it a copy of hig letter 
referred to by Mr. Crawford. Why was it that a copy of this letter of 
Mr. Forsyth did not accompany Mr. Crawford's, when you placed g. copy 
of the letter in my hands? Calling upon me in the spirit of frankness and 
fi'ieridship,' as you informed me you did, I had a right to infer that every 
document connected with the charge, and in your possession, calculated to 
afford light, would be placed in my possession; and such, in fact, was my 
impression, but which I now find to be erroneous. It is with regret that 
I feel mjrself bound to state that Mr. Forsyth^s letter, with the subsequent 
correspondence, hag given an aspect to the affair very different from what 
I received froni your first letter. 

You have stated some suggestions of the Marshal of the District, which 
were communicated to you, as the reason why you have agitated this old 
afiair at this time. You have not stated what they were, to wlu)m made^ 
or by whom communicated^ which, of course, leaves me in the dark as to 
their nature or character* But whatever they may be, the course you adopt* 
ed, considering the friendly relation which I had reason to suppose existed 
between us, is well calculated to excite surprise* Instead of applying to the 
Marshal, in order to ascertain what he did ^ay, and from whom he derived 
his information, and then submitting his statement to me, which course 
friendships and the high opinion which you say you entertained for my 
character "for fair, open, and honorable conduct in all things," manifestly 
dictated, you applied for information, as to my conduct, to the man who, 
you knewj felt towards me the strongest enmity. I wish not to be under^- 
stood that you had mere general information of his ill-will towards ipe. 
Your information was of the most specific character, and was of such a na* 
ture as ought to have madie you distrust any statement of his, calculated to 
affect my reputation. 

Knowing the political machinations that were carrying on against me,, 
and wishing to place me on my guard, a friend of mine placed in niy hands, 
some time since, a copy of a letter written by Mr. Crawford to a Nashville 
correspondent of his in 1827. It constitutes one of the many means re- 
sorted to in order to excite your suspicion against me. In it Mr. Craw- 
ford makes an abusive attack upon me; but, not content with thus assailing, 
mv character in the dark, he offers to bring into the market the influence 
which Georgia might have on the presidential election, as a nieans whereby 
to depress my political prospects* To avoid the possibility of mistakes, I 
^1 give extracts from the letter itself, in full confirmation of what I have 
sta^d. 

Sficaking of the presidential election, Mr. Crawford says that, "the onlv 

5 



difficulty that this State (Geoirgia) has upon the sufijeet) (your eleolaoD^) 10^1 
that, if Jacksbn ^ould be elected, Calhoud will eome into power.'' 
Again: > 

^<If you can ascertain that Calhoun will not be benefitted by Jackson's 
election ) you will do btm a benefit by communicating the information to 
me. Make What us6 you please of this letter, and show it to whom you 
please." 

That the letter was clearly intended for your inspection, ci^nnot be doubt- 
ed. The authority to his correspondent to mitke what use he pleased, and 
to show it to fjohorri he pleased, with the nature of the information sought^ 
whether I was to be benefitted by your election, which could only be ife- 
rived from yodrselfy leaves no doubt on that point; and I am accordinj^y 
informed that you saw the letter. 

A proposition of th^ kind, at that particular period, when the presidential 
election was mo^t doilbtful, and most T^armly contested, needs no comment 
as to "^ object To say nothing of its moral and political character, stronger 
proof could not be ofieYed of the deepest enmity towards me on the part of 
the writer, which at least odght to have placed you on your guard against all 
attacks on me from that quarter. The letter will not be denied; but if, 
contrary to expectation, it should, I stand ready, by highly respectable au- 
thority, to maintain its authenticity. 

You Well know the disinterested, open, and fearless course which myself 
arid my friends were purJ»uirig at this very period, and the weight of enmi^ 
which it drew down upon us from your opponents. Little did I then sus- 
pect that these se^cret machinations were . carrying on against me at Nash- 
ville, or tiiat such propositions could be ventured to be made to ywy or, \i 
ventured, without being instantly disclosed to me. Of this, hbwevjsn I 
complain not, nor db t intend to recriminate; but I must repeat tlie expressino 
of my surprise, that ydu should apply to an individual who you knew, iTOm 
sdoh decisive proof, to be actuated by the most inveterate hostility towards 
me, for information of my course in Mr. Monroe's cabinet It affords to 
my mind conclusive prdof that you had t>ermitted your feelings to be alien- 
ated by the artful' movements of those who have made you the victim of 
their intrigue, long before the commencement of this correspondencie. 

Instead of furnishing riie with the information which I claimed^ in ord^r 
to a full understanding of this extraordinary affair, and which you could not 
justly Withhold, you kindly undertake to excuse the individual to whocjii 
you supposed some allusion oi mine to be made. I know not to whom you 
refer. I made no allusion to any one particular individual. But, be that 
as it may, you must excuse, me if, on subjects which concern niq^ I sbouid 
prefer my judgment to yours, and, of course, if I should not be satisfied with 
your opinion, as a substitute for the facts by which 1 might be able to fofin 
tny own. 

After I had so fully demonstrated the candor and sincerity with which X 
have acted throughout this affair, I did not suppose that you would reiteif^te 
your former charges; but having done so, it only remains for me to repeat, 
itt the most positive manner, the contradiction. I never for a moment dis- 
guised my sentiment on this or any other political subject Why should I 
in this inStsLnce? I had violated no duty— -^no rule of honor, nor oblig^ion 
o^ friendship. I did yoUr motives full justice in every stage of the cabinet 
ddibe'ration, and, after a full investigation, 1 entirely approved and heartily 
m^pported the final decision. Id this course I was guided, it is true, not by 
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ti^liogs of friendship^ but solely by a sense of duty. When our country 
is concerned, there ought to be room neither for friendship nor enmity. 

You conclude your letter by saying that you understand the matter now, 
that you feel no interest in this altercation, and that you would leave me and 
Mr. CraMrford, apd all concerned, to settle this affair in our own way, md 
that you qow close the correspondence for ever. 

It is not for me to object to the manner you may choose to close the 
correspondence on your part On my part, I have no desire to prolong 
it. Tlie iq)ectacle of the first and second officers of this great republic en* 
^g^ in a correspondence of this nature, has no attraction for me at any 
time, Mid is very far from being agreeabb^ at this critical juncture of our 
affiura My consolation is, that it was not of my seeking; and, as I am not 
responsible for its commencement, I feel no disposition to incur any respon« 
s%flify for its continuance. ' Forced into it, to pepel pnjust. and base impu- 
tations upon my character, I could not retire in honor while they ecr^tinued 
to bei^iterated. 

Having nowcfiilly vindicated my conduct^ I will conclude the corre- 
spondence also, with a. single remark, that I too well know what is due to 
my rights and self respect, in this unpleasant affair, to permit myself to be 
diverted into aii altercation with Mr. Crawford, or any other individusd, 
whom you may choose to consider as concerned in this aifair.* 

J. C. CALHOUN. 

Pi'eslcieht Jacksoit. 



* llr. Crawford attempted to open a correspondence with me on this subject. I retarned 
iiis letter, declining^ all correspondence with him, except through Gen. JacHson. See Appl^B^ 
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JBXTHACTS FROM THE PEIVATB OGRRESPaNDENCE 

B£tW££N MR. M<^NROS ANP OEV. JACKSON, OX TH£ ^MmOLE AFFAI|t^ to^ 
FERREiD TO IN TH£ I.STT£R OF TH£ 29TH MAV^. 



A. 
Mt. Monroe to General Jackson. 

Washington, Juii/ 19, 181«. 

Ji£AK Sir: I received, lately, your. letter of June 2d, by Mr. Hambly, 
at my farm in Loudoun, to which I had retired to await your report, and the. 
reUim of your eommissioners from Buenos Ayres. In reply to yopr letter, 
I shall express myself with the freedom and candor which I have invaria- 
bly used in my communications with you. I shall withhold nothing in re- 
e?d to your attack of the Spanish posts, and occupancy of then), pairticu* 
ly Fensacola, which you ought to know, it being an occurrence of the 
most delicate and interesting nature, and which, without a circumspect and 
cautious policy, looking to all the objects which claim attention, may pro- 
duce the most serious and unfavorable consequences. It is by a kpowledge 
of all the circumstances, and a comprehensive view of the whole subje^ct, 
that the danger to which this measure is exposed may be avoided, and all 
the good which you have contemplated by it, as I trust, be fully realised. 

In calling you into active service against the Seminoles, and communi- 
cating to you the orders which had been given just before to Gen. Gaines, 
the views and intentions of the Government were fully disclosed, in respect 
to the operations in Florida. In transcending the limit prescribed by those 
orders, you acted on your own responsibilitv, on facts and circumstances 
which were Unknown to tlve Government when the orders were given^ 
many of which, indeed, occurred afterwards, and which you thought im- 
posed on you the measure, as an act of patriotism, essential to the honor 
aad interests of your country. 

The United States stand justified in ordering their troops into Florida in 
pursuit of their enemy. They have this right by the law of nations, if the 
Seminoles were inhabitants of another country, and had entered Florida to 
e^ude our pursuit. Being inhabitants of Florida, with a species of sove- 
reignty over that part of the territory, and a right to the soil, our right to 
give such an order is the more complete and unquestionable. It is not an 
act of hostility to Spain. It is the less so, because her Government is bound 
by treaty to restrain by force of arms, if necessary, the Indians there from 
committing hostilities against the United States. 

But an order by the Government to attack a Spanish post would assume 
another character. It would authorize war, to which, by the principles of 
our constitution, the Executive is incompetent. Congress alone possess 
the power. I am aware that cases may occur, where the commanding ge- 
nieraj, acting on his own responsibility, may with safety pass this limit, and 
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with essential adyantage to his country. The officers aad troopii of the 
neutral power forget the obligations incident to their neutral character; they 
stimulated the enemy to 'make war; they furnished them with arms aad 
munitions of war to carry it on; they take an active part in other respects 
in their favor; they afford them an asylum on their retreat. The general 
l^btaining victory pursues them to this post, the gales of which are shut 
against him; he attacks and carries it, and rests on Biose acts for his jfistifi- 
cation. The affair is then brought before his Government by the power 
whose post has been thus attacked and carried. If the Government whose 
office made the attack had given an ord^r for it, the officer would have no 
merit in it He exercised no diseretion, nor did be act on his own respoQ* 
sibility* The merit of the service, if there be any in it, would not be bi«> 
This is the ground on which this occurrence rests, as tb his part. I will 
now look to the future. 

The foreign Government demands — was this your act? or did you au- 
thorise it? I did not: it was the act of the general. He performed it for 
reasons deemed sufficient himself, and on his own responsibility. I demand, 
theoi the surrender of the posts, and his punishmetit The evidence jus- 
tifying the conduct of the American general, and provitig ttie misconauct 
of those officers, will be embodiefl, to be laid before the sovereign, as the 
ground on which their punishment will be expected. 

If tb» Executive refused to evacuate the poala^ e^)ecia]ly PensaCola, it 
woidd amount to a declaration of war, to which it is incompetent. It would 
be Accused with usurping the authority of Congress, and giving a deep and 
fatal wound :to the constitution. By charging the offence on the officets of 
Spi^n^ we take the ground which you have presented, and we look to you 
to dopport it. You must aid in ptoeuring the documents t^ecessaty for this 
purpttoe. Those which you sent by Mr. Hambly were prepared in too 
much haste, and do notj I am satisfied, do justice to the cause. This must 
be attended to without delay. 

^Should we hold the posts, it is impossible to calculate all the consequen- 
ces likely to result from it. It is not improbable that war would immedi- 
ately follow. Spain would be stimulated to declare it; and, once declared, 
the adventured^ of Britain and other countries would, under the Spa- 
nish flag, privateer on our commerce.' The immense revenue which we now 
receive would be much diminished, as would be the profits of our valuable 
productions. The war would probably soon become general; and we do not 
£»rfV9ee that we should have a single power in Europe on pur side. Why 
risk these consequences ? The events which have occurred in both the Flo- 
ridasshow th^e incompetency of Spain to maintain her authority; and the 
progress of the revolutions in South America will require all her forces 
there. There is much reason to presume that this act will furnish a strong 
inducement to Spain to cede the territory, provided we do not wound too 
deefdy faer pride by holding it. If we hold the posts, her government 
cannot treat with honor, which, »by withdrawing the troops, we afford her 
an opf)ortunity to do. The manner in which w^ propose to act, will excul- 
pate you from censure, and promises to obtain all the advantages which you 
contemplated fronts the measure, and possibly very soon. From a different 
course BO advantage would be likely to result, and there would be great dan- 
1^ of extensive and s^ious injuries^ , 

- I shall communicate to you, in the confidence in which I write this letter, 
a copy of the answer which will be given to the Spanish minister, that you 
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uuy flee distinctly the ground on which we rest, in the expectation that jMt 
will gire it all the support in your power. The. answer will be.drawEi an 
a view, and with attention to the genei^t interests of our country, and its 
relations with other powers. 

A charge, no doubt, will be made of a^breach of the Constitution; anc}^ to 
such a charge, the public feeling will be alive. It will be sstid that you have 
taken all the jiower into your own hands, not from the execi tive alone, but 
likewise from Congress. The distinction which I have made above, between 
tiie act of the Government, refutes that charge. This act, as to the Gene|«I^ 
will be right, if the facts on which he rests made it a^measure ofneceigity^ 
and they be well proved. There is no war, or breach of the Constitqtion^ 
unless the Government should refuse to give up the posts; in whicH <^en^ 
should Spain embargo our vessels, and war follow, the charge of suck l^reach 
would be laid against the Government with great force. The last i;n|Mita- 
tion to which I would consent justly to expose myself, is that of infrtfigiiig 
a Constitution, to the support of which, on pure , principles, my pubiic life 
has l)eeA devoted. In this sentiment, I am satisfied, you fully concur. 

Your letters to the department were written in haste, under the pressure 
of fatigue and infirmity, in a spirit of conscious rectitude; and^ in conse- 
quence, with less attention to some parts of their contents than would other- 
wise have been bestowed on them. The passage to which I particularly al^* 
lude, fi'om memory, for I have not the letter before me, is that in which you 
speak of incompetency of an imaginary boundary to protect us against the 
enemy, bein^ the ground on which you bottom all your measures. This is, 
liable to the imputation that you took the Spanish posts for that reason, as a^ 
measure of expedience, and not on account of the misconduct of the Spa-* 
nish oncers. - The efiect of this and such passages,* besides other <>bjectiohs 
to them, wauld be to invalidate the ground on which yoU stand, akid fur- 
nish weapons to adversaries who would be glad to seize them. If you 
think proper to authorize the Secretary, or myself, to correct those passages, 
it will be done with care, though, should you have copies, as I presume 
you have, you had better do it yourself. 

The policy of Europe respecting South America is not yet setded. A 
congress of the allied powers is to be held this year, (November is Spoken 
of,) to decide that question. England proposes to restore the colonies to 
Spain with free trade and colonial governments. Russia is less favorable, as 
are all the others. We have a Russian document, written by order of the 
Emperor, as the basis of instructions to his Ministers at the several courts, 
speaking of the Briti^ proposition favorably, but stating that it must be 
considered and decided on by the allies, and the result published, to pro- 
duce a moral effect on the colonies, on the failure of which, force is spoken 
of. The settlement of the dispute between Spain and Portugal is made a pre- 
liminary. We partake in no councils whose object is not their complete ia- 
dq)eodence. Intimations have been given us that Spain is not unwilling, 
and is even preparing for war with the United States, in the hope of making 
it general, and uniting Europe against us and her colonies, on the principle 
that she has no hope of saving tbem. Her pertinacious refusal to cede the 
Floridas to us heretofore, though evidently her interest to do it, gives some 
coloring to the suggestions. If we engage in a war, it is of the greatest im- 
portance that our people be united, and, with that view, that Spain conimetice 
it- and, above all, that the Government be free from the charge of com* 
m'itting a breach of the Constitution. 



39 

1 hepe that you have recovered yotir health. , You see thart the state of 
the world is unsettled, and that any future movement is likely to be directed 
against us* There' may be very important occasions for your services, 
which Will be relied on. You must have the object in view, and be prepared 
td :fender them. 



B. rj 

Geru Jlndrew tackson to Mr, Mtmtoe. 

Nashvijlle, August 19, 1818. 

Sir: Voii^ Utter of the 19th July, apprizing me of the course to be pursued 
in relation to the Floridas^ has been received. In a future communication> 
it is my intention to submit my views of all the questions springing lirbm 
the subject,.. with the fulness and caTltior which the importance of thet topic, 
and the part I have acted in it,, demand. At present, I will confine mySelf 
to the consideration of a part of your letter,, which has a particular bear- 
ing ob myself, and which seems to have originated in a misconception of the 
import of the order under wiiich I have commenced the Seminole campaign. ^ 
In making this examination, I will make use of all the freedom which is 
coui^ted by your letter, and which I deem necessary to afford you a clear 
view of the construction which was given to the order, and the motives 
under which I proce^^ded to execute its intentions. 

It is stated in the isecoqd paragraph of your letter,. that I transcended the 
limits of mp otdety and that I acted on my own responsibility. 

To these two points } mean at present to confine myself. But, before 
entering on a proof of thdr applicability to my acts in Florida, allow n^e 
fairly to state, that the assuniption of responsibility will never be shrunk 
from when the public, can thereby be promoted. I have passed through 
difficulties and" exposures for the honor and benefit of my country; and 
whenever still, for this puipose, it shall become necessary to assume a fur- 
ther liability, no scruple will be urged or felt But when it shall be re- 
quired of me to do so, and the result be danger and injury to that coun-* 
try, th^ indUqeiHent Will bie lost, and my consent will be wanting. 
X This principle is held to be incontrovertible, that an order, generally, to • 
perform a certain service, or eiffect a certain object, without any specification 
of the means to be adopted, or limits to govern the executive ofScer, leaves 
en entire discretion with the officer as to the choice and application of 
means, but preserves the responsibility for his acts on the authority from 
which the order emanated. Under such an order all the acts of the inferior 
are acts of the superior; and in no way can the subordinate officer be im- 
peached for his measures, except on the score of deficiency in judgment aiul 
skill. It is also a grammatical truth, that the limits of such an order cannot 
be transcended without an entire desertion of the objects it contemplated; 
for as long as the main legitimate design is kept in view, the policy of the 
measures adopted to i^cComplish it is alone to be considered. If these bo 
adopted as the proper rules of construction, and we apply them to my or* 
der of December 26, 1817, it will be at once seen, that, both in descrip- 
tion and operative principle, they embrace tliat order excatly. The requi* 
sitfons of the order are for the commanding general to assume the immedi* 
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ute command lit fort Scott^ to concentrate all the contiguous and disposable 
force of the division on that quarter , to call on the executives of adjacent 
Sutes for an auxiliary militia force, and concludes with this comprehensiire 
command: *-With this view you may be prepared to concentrate your 
forces, and adopt the necessary measures to terminate a cpnflict, which it 
has ever been the desire of the President, from motives of humanity, to 
avoid, but which is now made necessary by their settled hostility.'^ 

In no part of this document is there a reference to any previous order, 
either to myself or another officer, with a view to point to me the measures 
thought advisable,- or the limits of my power in choosing and eflfecting them. 
It states that Gen. Gaines has been ordered to Amelia 'island, and then 
proceeds to inform me that " subsequent orders have been given to General 
Gaines, (of which copies will be furnished you,) that you would be directed 
to take the command^ and directing him to re-assume, should he deeni the 
public interest to require it^ the command at fort Scott, until you should 
arrive there. '^ Lastly, it mentions that J^he was instructed to penetrate the 
Seminole towns through the Floridas, provided the strength of his com- 
mand at Amelia Would justify his engaging in offensive operations. The 
principle determining the weight of references, in subsequent orders, to 
instructions previously given, is well settled. Such references are usually 
made with one of these two intentions — either the order is given to a se- 
cond officer, to effect a certain purpose which was intended to* be effected by 
another officer, and the instructions of the first arc referred to as ite guide 
of the second; x)v the order contains and is desip^ned for an extension of au- 
thority, and only refers to anterior communications to give a full view of 
what has been previously attempted and performed. In the first case it is 
always necessary to connect the different orders by a specific provisiion, 
that no doubt may e^ist as to the extent of the command; and thus the 
several requisitions and instructions are amalgamated, and the limits of the 
agent plainly and securely established. In the second, no such provision is 
necessary; for an entire discretion in the choice and use of means being 
previously vested, the reference, if there be any, is only descriptive of the 
powers antecedently given, and the results of measures attempted under 
such specifical limitation. But admitting, that, in my order of December 26, 
1817, there is such a reference as I contemplated in the first case, allow 
me to examine its character and amount It is stated that << orders have 
been given to General Gaines, (copies of which will be furnished you,)" but 
without affirming that they are to be considered as binding on me, or in any 
way connected with the comprehensive comihand that I should terminate 
the Sfeminole conflict. On the contrary, so far are they from being desig- 
nated as my guide and limits in entering Florida, that, in stating their sub* 
stance in the ensuing sentence, no allusion whatever is made either to means 
or limitation. 

How, (hen, can it be said with propriety that I have transcended the 
limits of my orders, or acted on my own responsibility? My order was 
as comprehensive as it could be, and contained neither the minute original 
instructions, or a reference to others previously given, to guide and govern 
me. The fullest discretion was left with me in the selection and application 
of means to effect the specifical legitimate objects of the campaign; and for 
the exercise of a sound discretion on principles of policy am I alone respon- 
sible. But allow me to repeat, that responsibility is not feared by m^, if 
the general good requires its assumption. I never have shrunk from it. 
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"Haineii^ v^ill; but ags^ioit its ioiposition on me contrary to principle, affdf 
without the prospect Of any politic result, 1 must contend with all the feel- 
ings of a soldier and a citizen. Being advised that you are<at your co^mtry^ 
$eai; i£i Loudoun, iVhere I expect this will reach you, I enclose yoii a copy of 
the order to me of 'thfe 26th December, 1817, arid copies of the orders of 
G«ners^l Gaines therein referred to^ froni a perusal x)f ^rhich you will per- 
ceive that, the ordet tome has* rto' referencie to UHM^e prohibitory orders ta 
*Gteneral Gajnes that /ou have i»eferrfed to: - • 

It will a^brd me plieasu^e to a^d. the Government ilfi procuring any testi- 
mony that mixy be necessaty.to prove the hostility of the officers of Spain to 
fhe tjfnited S&tes... f had Supposed that the evidence furnisjiea b9Kl esta- 
^ilished that fact-->^hat the' officers of. Spain had identified themse^lves with 
•ur enemy, and that 9t. 'Mark's and Pena^cola were under the complete con- 
trol of the. Indians, aithou^' the Governor of Pensacola at ]ea^ had force 
dujSScient tO' have continued the IndiaoiT, had he chbsen to havie d^d it in that 
Way^ For the purpose of procwhig th6 netesaary evidence of the hostile 
acts of the Governor of Pensacola, I despatched Captain Young, topographical 
e^gineer,^apd as aoon^ lis obtained will befurnidfied you. I trust, on a view 
•fall ipy eommu^itationff, (copies of whi^k' have teen, for^^rded by Capt. 
6adsdeki,)'yda Xinii fitid*. &at they dp not' beai*^^the construction you have 
^ven. them^ Tliey Were written undeit 6ad health, great fatigue, and ia 
haste. My bad health' continues: I labor Under' great bodily debility. 

Accept assurances of .my sincere regard and esteem; and a^, re8peetftiHjr.r* 

Your* most obedient servant, 
; . . ANDREW JACKSONv 

.^A^EirMoSBOE, President ST. ^\ •, ' 



' Jfanfkes' MtMtoe f& Gerf,' •^ndre^' Jadesort- ' 

WAsitnraToir,;Oc*o4€r 80, ISlSi 

B^AR Sm: I I'eceived yout* letter of thie 19tH of Auguk^ vvhile I was at 
ftome, on my farm in Albemarle;* and th?re appearing to^l^fe no necessity for 
giving it an immediate^nswer,!' delay.ed it; ufttiJ^my return herd. 

I was^sorry .to firid that* you uhderstood yotir instructions relative to operar^' 
fions in Florid^ differently from what we intended. I was 0BJii^6ed^ how^v^, > 
th^t yod h^d.good rfeason for your cbbdufcti,- and haViBi afeted' iti^ ali things oft' 
ftiatprinciple: By supposing th&t you uhde^:Stood thepi^as we idid, I con- 
eluded that you'proceededoii'ybur own re^nsibility alone, in which, knowr* 
ing the piiHty of jour motives,' I^liaVedotiQ all^that I.coiijd to justify thd^ 
meai|ure. I Well knew, also, the misconduct, of the Spanish' authorities in^ 
that quarter, not of rfecent datfeonlj^. , • ^ 

Finding thait you had a different vite\V of your poWer, ityetnaiWonly todof 
justice to you oti that ground. j^ptHing can be further fron> my inttsntioni' 
than tb expose you^ to a' responsibility, in any setise, which y.od did'notcon- 
teitiplate. : , . , \ 

The best bourse to her pursued seenis to me to be for you to write a leis- 
ter to the Department, in whi^h yofi wtH state, that, havihj^ reason to thinlt^ 
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that a difference of opimon existed between, you and the Erxeeatiye* relative 
to the extent of your powers, you thought it due to yourself to state your 
view of them, and on which you acted. This will be answerecj, so as to- 
explain ours, in a frifendly manner by Mr: Calhoun, w:ho has .very just, 
and liberal sentiments on the subject. This will be necessary in the case of 
a call for papers by Congress, or may be. ^ Thus we shall, all stand on t}i« 
ground of honor, eS^ch doing justice to the. other, which is the ground on 
which ive wish to pfeoe each other.. 

I hope that your health is improved,, and Mrs. Monroe unites in her bes^ . 
respects to Mrs.- Jacbson. • ' 

'^ With great respect abd sincere regard, 

, ** I am dear Sir, yours, • 

JAMES MONROE. ' 

Major Geti. A* Ikcsso^^ Nashville^ Tennessee^ 



.'■■'.-■■. ... »•.■.. .■' ■• • 

Extract from General Jackson% letter of Jjfavemhef 15> 1818^ to Mr.. 
, ; , MoTvroe. 

"Dkab Sir: On my return from, the Chickasaw treaty, I found it neces- 
sary to pass by Miltbn^s Bluff, wher^ I- had established some hands for the 
culture of eetton, hearing it had been laid out tot a towti and tbe lots sold^ 
to have as much of my crop preserved a^ existing circumstance* would per- 
mit. From thence I took Huntsville in my route, and did not reach the. 
Hermitage until the 12th instant^ and on the ISjth. received your letter or 
the 20th ult. ; frdm an attentive perusal of which, I have concluded that you 
have not yet seen tny despatches from Fort Gadsden, of the. 5th of May last^ 
which it is reported reached the Department of .War. by due course of mail, 
and owing to tho negligence of ihe elerk's wa^ thrown . aside as a bundle of 
revolutionary and pension claims. This I sincerely regret^ as it would have 
brought to youi' view, the light in which I vie^ved my Orders. The closing 
paragraphof^hat despatch is in the following wordsc . 

"1 trust, therefore,.'thatthe measures which have been adopted in pursu-- 
^nce of youy instructions, under a firm conviction tl\at they alone are calcu- 
lated to ensure "peaqe and security to the southern frontier of Georgia/* 

The moment, therefore, th^t you assume the grouhd thjit I transcend my 
power, the letter referred to above will, at once, unfold to your, mind the 
view I had taken of them, aiid make manife.st the difference of opinion, that 
exists; Tncleed, there are no data at present upon which such a letter as you 
wish written to the Secretary of .War can be bottomed. I have no ground 
that a difference of opinion exists between the Government and mysell^ rela- 
tive to the powers 'given me in my orders, unless I advert either to your 
private and confidential letters, or the< public prints, neither, of which can be 
made the basis of an official communication to ihe Secretary of War. Ekd 
I ever, or were I now to receive an.official letter from the Secretary of War, 
explanatory of the light in which it was intended by the Government that 
my orders should be viewed^ I would with, pleasure give my understanding, 
<tfthem.^' 



V, 



GeJieralJ{ickson to James Mdhroe. • . 

, * HsajMiiTA^js, :iBAa Nashvili^e, . 

December 7j 18ia 



1)£A{L Sir: I have just received your message to both Ho\ises of Congress, . 
forw^ardejd by you, apd have ' read it with great attefntion and satisfaction. 
The Florida queiitioii being now fairly before Congress, J hope that body 
will take measures to secure our southern frontier from, a repetitiph of mas- 
sacre and murder. * ^ 

From* the* report of Coi. King, received and forwarded to the Department 
of War, you will discover that the Indians bad coqcentrated their forces on 
the Choctaw Hotchy* which gave rise^tp tbe aflfair between them and Captain 
Boyles, which CoJ. King reportSfc 

The collection of the Indians is said to h^ve taken place at this point on 
their hearing that P^nsaoola was to be restored to Spain, and that the In- 
dians have declared they will never submit to the United "States. If this be 
the fact, and a&to myself I have no doubt, as soon as Spain is in possession 
of Peqsacola, we may expect to bear pi ^ reniewal Of ^i the horrid scenes 
t)f massacre od our frontier that existed before tbe campaign, unless Captain 
Boyles, on hiis second visit^ may be forturiate enough to destroy, this opera- 
tion, which you may rely springs from foreign excitement! . 

Col. Sherburne, Chick^aw agent, requested me to name to yov, that The, 
was wearied with hi$ situation, of which I have no doubt: his age .and former 
babits of life biit little cal<^ulated him for hcppinei^ amidst .a savage nation. 
But being dejwndent for the support of himself and sister on the perquisites 
of his office, he cannot resign; but it would be a great accommodation to him 
to.be transferred to Newport, sbould a vacancy in any office occur that he 
was competent to .fill. I have no doubt but hie is an amiable old man; and 
from his revolutionary services, I sincerely feel For him. He is unacquaint- 
ed with Indians, and all .busiiies3 that relates to them; but at the tresity, as 
soon as he did Understand our wishes and that of tbe Government, he aided 
us with alLhis might The Colonel never ean be happy amidst the Indians* 
It would •afford me great pleasure to hear that the Cpionel was comfortably 
seated in an office in Newport, where he could spend his declining years in 
peace and happiness with "his own Countrymen and friends. 

Accept assurances of my high respect and esteem, and believe me to be, 
respectfully, your most obedient servant. 



James MoNKOB, 

Presiitent of the United Slates. 



ANDREW JACKSON, 



Mr. Monroe i& GenerQlJ^ekson. 

\ WASBiJxOtTOJSi^ December 21 f ISSO. 

i)£AR Sib: I received your letter of N6vember 13 some time past, and 
should have answered- it sooner bat for .the great pressure of business on me> 
prolseeding from duties connected with the measures of Congress. 
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'tShe step suggested in mine to you of October 30. wi^l, I atn inclined t© 
believe, b^ unnecessary. My sole • object in it was to enable you to place 
your view of the authority unider Which you t^cted in Florida on.the slrong- 
;Ost ground possible, so as to do complete justice to yourself. I was persuad- * 
ed that you haAnotdone yourself justice in that respect, in your correspona-' 
,cnce with tiie Department, and thought that it would be bettei* that the ex- 
planation should ecmmence with you, than tSe in^^ited by the Department 
It appeared to me that that would be the most- delicate course in regard to 
yourself. There is, it is true, inothing in the Department to indicate -a dif- 
ference dfopinipn between you and the Executive, respecting the import of . 
your instruptions, ai>d'for ithat reasou, that it would have been difficult to* 
have expressed that sentiment without implying by it a censure on^your con- 
duct, l!han which nothing could be more remote from our disposition or in- 
Mention. • . \ 

On reviewing your communication by Captaip Gadsden, there were three 
objects pre-eminently in view: the first,, to preserve the Constitution from 
iimiry; the second, to deprive Spaio and the allied powers of any just cause 
jof warj at)d the third, to improve the occurrence to the best advantage ot 
the country, and of tfce honor of those engaged in it. . In every step which I 
have since taken, I have pursued those objects with tbe utmost. zeal> and ' 
according to my bedt judgment. In \yhat* concerns yoii persbnially, I hav§ 
omitted nothing in my powef to do you justice, iior shall I in the sequel.. 

The decision in the threef^reat points above stated, res]>ecting the course to 
be. pursued by the sbdministration,* was unanimously eoncurredln; and | 
liave good reason to believe that it has been maintained i^ince, in every par- 
ticular, by all, with perfect integrity. . It wili be gratifying to you to know 
that a letter of instructions has been drawn by the Secretary of State to our 
Minister-it'Madrid, in reply to a'lett^r of Mr. Pizzaro, which has been pub- 
lished,, in which all the proceedings m Florida^ and in regard to it^ have 
been freely reviewed, and placed in a light whicn will, I think, he satisfac- 
tory to all. This letter will be reported to Congress in a few days, and 
published of course. ^ 

' On one circumstance it seems proper that I should now give you an ex- 
planation. Your letter of January 6 was refeeived while I was seriously. 
indisposed. Observing that it was from you, I handed it* to Mr, Calhoun to 
read, after reading one or two* lineJB,. only, myself. The order to you to 
take the command in that quarter had before- then been issued. Hie re-^ 
marked, after perusing, the letter, that it was a confidential one, relating to 
Florida, which 1 must answer. I asked him if hehiid forwarded to you the 
orders of Gren. Gaines on that subject He replied that he had. Your let- 
ter to me, with many others frpm friends, was put aside, in consequence of 
my indisposition and the great pr^sure on me at the time, and never re- 
curred to until after my return from X«oudoun, on the receipt of yourS by 
Mr. Hlpably, apd then on the.^uggestion of Mr. Calhoun. 



George McDuffie to Mr, Calhoun* 

Wasbingtok, May 14M, 1830. 

Dear Sis: In answer to the inquiries contained in your note of this morn* 
ingy I sulipiit th$ followinjg statement I very distinctly recollect to have 
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!}ieard Mr. Crawford (I think in ih^ suipmer of 19 18) in conversatloo with 
Eldred SunpkinS, Esq. relative Jo the proceedings of G^n, Jackson in the 
'Seminole war, and to the courae pursued, by. the .cal^inet, touching those 
proceeding^. Mr. Crawford spoke without any kind of reserve as to the 
respective^ parts taken by the different members of the jca^Binet while the 
subject was under deliberation. He j^ted that you had been in favor of an 
inquiry into thie condiuct pf Gen. Jack«on,. and that he was the only mem- 
ber of thecabinettbathact concurred with you. He «poke in strong terms 
of disapprobation. of the course pursued by Gen. Jadi^sqn^.'not only in his 
military proceedings, but in prematurely bringing the«grounds of his^defence 
before the country, and forestalling -public opinion, tbfK» anticipati];^^ the ad-* 
ininistration. On this point he remayked, that if tlie administration could, 
not give direction to public opinion, but permitted a 'military officer, who 
had violated bi9 orders, to anticipate them^ they h^d no business to be at 
'Washington, antl had better return homett I also rememt^er that the JE^ationa}' 
Intellig^nccx, which was Jyingpn the^oCst where M^. X3rawfor4 wa$'«itting, 
cpntaitDed^n article explanatory of the grounds upon which the admj^istran 
tion hadi proceeded in regard to Gen. Jaekson'is niilitary jaovements^ Mr^ , 
Crawford adveiiled to some part of the larticle, which laid down a priqcjiple, 
of the law of nations, if I mistake notj which went to show that a nesutral 
teixitory could only be (invaded in fr^ pursuit of an enemy, and added, 
<<Mr. Adams denies aH that.'' He represented Mr. Ada^msas going much . 
further in justifying Gen. Jackson than even Mr. Mt)nroe, »t^ting that the 
latter was induced to. pass over the conduct of Gen. Jackson without public 
.42ensure, not from a belief that he had not violated his orders and exceedeid 
ihis power, but from political considerations connected with our relations 
♦with Spain. • ' . . 

Your obedient servant, 

GJEO. McDUFFI^l. 



JExtract 0f'a letter from the Honorable Bohert S.Garnttt, ^formerly a 
Member qf Congress jkom the Stated/ Virginia^ dated Tuppahamiocky 
January I2y lS3il, • • 

*^ Mr DUAR sir: A very extraordinary letter I have seeu'in the Constitu- 
tional Whig, purporting to ^ve a correct account of* the part which the 
several n^embersof Mr. Monroe':? cabinet took when the conduct of General 
Jackson was before them, has induced me to offer you the following state- 
ment. . ' . . '^' ' ' * . 

"Soon after Colonel Taylor's Section to the Senate, and arrival at the 
fleat of Government, we paid a visit to Mr. Monroe, and, in £he course of 
;^he day. Col. T. desired Mr. M. to give him some account of the course 
^that had been pursued toWM*ds General Jackson in regard to the Seminole 
war, &c. In this conversation, Mr.^ Monroe declared that there had been no 
division in his .^abinet, as to the course which should be pursued towards the 
<3eneral. This excited my astonishment, because, in a conversation whh 
Mr. Crawford, either before the debate commenced), or while it was pend- 
ing, Mr. Crawford had used tiliis expression to me-— < Generd Jackson oii^ht 
to be condemned.' J noted this expression down in adjournal I kept» and 
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siibseqoently repeated it frequenlily. Mr. C« Beverly toU me that he^had 
mentioned it to Genreral Jackson, when he was at hir hddse in Tenness^e^^ 
^nd^ I think, 5ai4 that the General expressed much surprise. 
*<Hon. J. C. Calhoun." » , . 



Extract fronj^ J^. Garnet t^s diary for the Ut Fthruaryy 1819, referred 

to (ihove. . . 

«The night before last, Qolonel Taylor proposed we should go up and see 
the President, as Everett said, he frequently complained' of our not going, 
though we/lived so neat. Newton would not go, because he had to shave 
and put an a^lean shirt We found hinj in the drawing room, with Hay, 
Everett, Moore, and Fihd^y; • M. and P. and E. soon went out,' fnd so did 
Hay, who was going 'to Secretary . Thompson's: The President then talked 
very freely about pibblie rffeirs^-^^gave us an account of th6 proceedings of 
the Government in relation to theScininole war. He stated what I have fre- 
quently heard before, that the whale cabinet were perfectly agreed that he 
•should not censui^e General Jackson. It is, however, well understood that 
Mr. Crawford, out of the cabinet, used his. eindfeayor to have Cobb^a resolu- 
tions passed; and I cou^d not forbear telling the President^ that^ in conversa- 
tion with me about Cobb's resoltttions, while they were pending, Mr. Craw- 
Iford flaid Jackson ought to be. ceni9ured. He expressed surprise, and seem« 
ed to look regret He says the inembers of the cabinet are still in har« 
a^ny among themselves, apparently. 



Jbhti C. Calhoun to Mn Monroe. 

Washingtoi^, il/«yl7, 1830, 
Seab Sir: It has become important to me, in Consequence of. a recent 
circumftancfe, to ascertain whether Gen. Jackson^s letter to you of the 6th 
January, 1818—^1 mean the ooe m which allusion is made to Mr. J. Rhea — ^ 
was seen, when received,, by any one except myself, and, if it was, by whom. 
I will thank you t<i inform me by the return mail; and, also, whether the let- 
ter above alluded' to yas before the cabinet, or was alluded to by apy of its 
membeos,' durinjg the deliberation on the Seminole afiair. 

With sincere regard, * 
•I .am, &c, &c. 

J.C.CALHOUN. 
J: MoiTROE^ E^q. ' 



Jiames Monroe to John C. Calhoun. 

Oak Hill, JUtfj^. Id, 1830. 

1>£AB StU: I have received your letter of the 17th, and hasten to answer 
it I well remember^ that^ wheni received the letter trom General Jacksoa^ 
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tb" which you allude) of the 16th of January^ 19I89 I \fa3 sick ih ted, andT 
€Ould not read it You were either pre^nt, or came in immediately after- 
wardsy and I handed it to yoii for perusal. After reading it,' you replaced 
it, with a remark that it required my attention, or would require an answ^; 
\mt without any notice of its contents. Mr« Crawford cajtne in soon a^ter<- 
wards, and I handed it also to him for perusal. He read it, and* returned it 
sin like manner, without making any comment on its contents, further than 
that it related to the Seminole war, qr something to that efied;. I never 
showed it to any cMher person, and I am not icertain wliether it was he or 
yoH who observed that it related to the Seminole war. Having made all 
the arrangements respecting that war, and being some time confih^ by indis- 
position, the letter was laid aside and forgotten by me, and I never read it 
until after the conclusicm of the war, and^ then I did it on an intimatioa 
from you that it required my attention. Ybju aak whether that letter was 
.before the cabinet in the deliberation en the despatches received from the 
Greneral, communicating the result of that war, 'or alluded to by any mem* 
ber in the administration. My iptpression decidedly is, that it was not be- 
fo£e the cabinet, nor do I Recollect or think that it was alluded tot in the 
deliberation on the subject. Had it been, I eould not, I presume^ have for- 
gotten it. I received the desp^^es. referred to here, and had made up my 
mind before I left home as to the paart I ought to take in reference to its 
management, especially if. I should be supported in the opinicm formed. bjp 
the administration. That 9tipport was afiorded it, and I pursued the coursa 
which rmyjudgmept dictated, with- a view to the honor and interest of Ay 
country^ and the honor of the General who commanded. 

With sincere regard^ I am, de^r Sir, yours, 

JAMES MONROE^ 
Hon. J. C. CAX.«oiiN. . . 



JohnC. CalhountoMn fFirt. 

Washington, May 28, 1830. 
Dear Sir: Circumstances which I need not explain render it necessary 
for me,- in self defeace^ to call on you for a statement of my course in the 
meeting of the cabinet^ in the. summer of 1B18, on the Seminole War. I 
wish you also to sta^e, \Vhethcr a private letter from Gen. Jackson to Mr. 
Monroe, such as discovered in the enclosed extract of a letter from Mr. 
Crawford to Mr. Forsyth, was before the cabinet during the deliberation, or 
whether any allusion was made to any letter of that description. 

With sincere regard, 

I am, &c. &c. 

J: C. CALHOUN", 
Hoo. Mr. Wirt. 



M. . * 

Mr. Wirt to Mr. Calhoun, . v 

Washington, May 28, 1830. 
Dear Sir: Your letter of. yesterdaiy relates to a meeting of the cabinet in? 
the summer of 1818, relative to the Seminole war. I should not feel my^ 
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self at liberty to disclose tlae proceeding of any cabinet mei^ting witlxiiit Hffi' 
eoncurr^fice of -the President and of ali^the members who attended itf but 
68 your inquiry relates to your own course only, and I can speaE of that 
without involving any one else, I see* no impropriety in doing so ^ttyoor 
request. Among other ideas thrown* out for consideratttm, according to th^ 
vsual course of cstbinet consultations, I think that, at the first meeting, you 
suggested the propriety of atl inqtiiry into the* conduct of tlie ^mmanding;^ 
generad; but I remember that the course uHtmately adopted had ydur hearty 
eoncurrence; and I remember it the more distinctly because you motioned 
it repeatedly to me afterwards, as a striking evidence of ^ the practical wis- 
dom of the President, who suggested it Thus much I fe^I ray^lf autho- 
fized by the call to say of those detiberations. The circutnsjances mention- 
. «d it the exti^act you enclose, purporting to be an ^< extract of a letter from 
W, H. Crawford^ Esq. to John Forsyth, Esq>, dated Aprit* 30, 1830," 
faive no place iiv my recoUectibli* The' letter from General Jackson te- 
President Monroe, ther^ehi mentioned, is* entirely hew to me. According, 
to the description of the letter, given of it ib the extract, it is one of ^ lingu- 
lar a character, that> if it had been exhibited at any meeting at which I was 
pre^sent, 1 ihink that 1 could not haVieforgotten^it. Ther occurrence is said 
to have taken place twelve years ago. I K^t rio notes in writitigof any o^ 
those deliberations, and am spekking m^rdy fVom memory* But still I 
fbink, that if such a letter had be^n produced and read in my presence, I 
should have retained some recollection of it; v^hereas it strikes me, in the 
description, as a' thing perfectly new, and of whicli L never heard before. 
In the close of the extract^ the writeifiays: ^^ After that letter was produced^- 
I should have opposed the infliction of punishment upon the general, who 
had considered the silence of the President as a tacit coniaent." I have no' 
recollection that punishment hsid been proposed by any one; unless an in- 
;mry into the official conduct of the general can be regarded as- j9tmi$A- 
ment It strikes me, too, that^ if, that letter had been produced, and Mr^ 
Crawford had placed his implied charge of opinion on the inference of ac- 
quiescence which he.suppqsed the general to be authorized to draw from 
the President's silence,- it obuM* not have escaped obsecration, and such a' 
discussion as would have tiended to have fixed the occurrence on my memo* 
ry^ that the general had not asked the President for an acquiescence to be in- 
ferred from silence, but for » positive hint of his approbation * through' 
^*spme confidential meniber of Congress, saty Johnny Ray.'* Upon the" 
whole, Sir, if these things did really occur in my presence, I can only sa;^ 
iftiat they have left not the slightest trace on ,my memory.. 

* I remain, very HfespectfuUy, 
Your obedient servant, 

WM. WIRT. 
The Hbn. Jo^fi^C. dAsmouN, 

Pice President ir. & 



N. 
Ocpy of a letter to Mr, ^dams, I2th January^ 18S1, 

WASHiNotoN^ \2thJan. 1531*. 
. Sir: A short time befom the last adjournment of Congress, a copy of a 
IStlfer from Mr: Crawford to- Mr. Forsyth, in> relation to the deliberation df 



4B 

tke eabinet on the Seminole qoestioQ^ was flke&i in the hmSn of General 
Jackson, and became the subjecit of a eorrespondenGe between him and my« 
aelf. Ill ttie course of that correspondence, it became necessary, in order 
to ascertain the truth or error of some of the statements made by Mr. 
Crawford, to refer to some of the other members of ,the cabinet, and I a«- 
cordingly addressed notes to Mr. Monroe and Mr- Wirt, from both of 
whom 1 obtained statements. In selecting those |pentlemen, instead of your- 
self and Mr. Crowninshield, I was not in the lemrt de]gree influenced by any 
want of confidence in either of you, but simply by feelings of delicacy 
growing out of political relations, pnd which I trust to corre^ndin^ feel- 
ings on your part properly^tto aippreciate. 

I learn by a letter from Mr. Crawford, addressed to me subseqqent to the 
close of my correspondence with Gen. JacksOn^ that he has written to you^ 
and obtained your answer on the subject to which 'it refers, though he has 
not furnished me with a copy of his letter to you, nor that of your answer. 
' Thi» step on his part has, of course, removed the delicacy which I at first 
felt, and which then preveiited me from flddreasing you. 

The part I took in the cabinet delibcjfation wa3 dictated by a sense of 
' doty, uninfluenced by either the feel((igs of friendship or enmity. That 
Geit. Jackdon transcended his orders in takpg St Mark's and Pensacola, I 
liave never dpubted, then or since. In my opinion, the Executive neither 
did or could constitutionally give orders to take either of those places, or 
any other Spanish post. Under this impression, I was decidedly in favor, 
in the early stage of the deliberation, of bringing the subject before a court 
of inquiry, but finally yielded my opinion to considerations growing out of 
fhe political aspect of the question, as connected with Spain, which were 
presented by you and Mr. Monroe; but, in yielding to them, I still believed^ 
and do now, that, apart from them, and considered under the military aspect 
of the subject, as at first view, my opinion was correct. 

Having thus concurred in the final decision of the cabinet, I gave it a 
fbithful support, without however abandoning the correctness of my first 
conceptions. I make this preliminary statement in order that you may per- 
ceive why my inquiry should be directed only to what might seem a mere 
ecdlateral circumstance, whether the letter of Gen. Jackson to Mr. Monroe, 
In which allusion is made to John Ray, was before the cabinet, which, 
though not calculated to afifect the question of the con^ectness of my course, 
however decided, front the prominence that Mr. Crawford has given it, haar 
assumed no small degree of impoiiance in the correspondence. He, in his 
letter to Mr. Forsyth, says: ' < Indeed my own views on the subject had 
undergone a material change after the cabinet had been convened. Mr. 
Calhoun made some allusion to a letter the General had written the Preu* 
dent, who had forgotten that he had received such a letter, but said, if he 
had received such an one, he could find it, and went directly to his c^inet, 
and brought the letter out In it Gen. Jackson approved of the determina- 
tion of the President to break up Amelia island and Galveztown, and 
tsive it also as his opinion, that the Floridas ought to be taken by the United 
tates. He added, that it might be a delicate matter for the Executive to 
decide, but, if the Pre^dent approved of it, he had only to give a hint t6 
some confidential member of Congress, say Johnny Ray, and he would do i), 
and take the responsibility of it on himself." 

The object of my addressing you is, to obtain a statement &eqi yotu 
whether sudi a letter was, or wars not^ before the c&biiset during ^ 4^Tibe- 
ration. 



As^comieeteS w^h the subject of my inquiry , I muft ask ^ you the i^ 
vor to furnish me, if you can with propriety, with a copy of Mr. Crai^^r 
ford's letter to you, and a coJ3y of your answer. ^ I make the request on, the 
assumption that the correspondepce can contain nothing that \youkl render 
it improper that a copy should be plaped in my possession. I wpuld mmk^ 
the request of Mr. Crawford himself, instead of you, had I not declined 
alL conununication with him in relation to the subject of the corre^ondence 
between Gen. Jackson ^ni jnyself, except through the General, tbrpiigk 
wiiich channel no oppotluQity to make the request has been afforde!l.me.\ 
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Jbhn Q. AdGkmsioJ. C. Calhoun. 

W^isHfKOToy, l4/A«/isfwwary, 1831. , 

Sir: I received this morning your letter of the 12th instant, and> in giVing 
to it an immediate and explicit answer, I trust you will perceive the proprie- 
ty of my coKlfifiiQg myself to the dii^et object of your inquiries. 

In the course of the last summer, I received a letter "frbm Mr* Crawford^ 
deferring to the cohsultations ofM^. Monroe with the heads of tiie Depart* 
ments, in the summ^ of IB18| upon the. proceedings of General Jadkson i& 
Florida, on the obcamon of the Seminole war^ and alluding to a tetter fitua 
Creaeral Jackson to Mr. Monroe, which he stated to have been produced at 
one of those meetings, a[nd to which bis own letter a]^ared to attadi some 
importance* 

Mr. Crawford did- not state to me the purpose of his inquiries, nof was I 
aware that any previous correqpondence ia relation to the subjetHi had takei^ 
place. But as Uie contents <^ his letter vppcareA to me to be of peculifr rn^- 
terest to the character of Mr. Monroe, I answered him that I had m>:fl(cbl>- 
Iecti<^ of tbe^ production of such >ai letter as tihat te whieh hcTeferried, and 
requested his permission to communicate his letter to Mr. Monroe himsel£ 
To this answer I have received no tefAy. 

Neither tlie letter of Mr. Crawford, nor the letter book eontftining the 
copy of my answer to it^ are at this moment in my. possession, having ii^ 
them both at my residence in Quincy. The letter from Mr. Crawford did 
not purport to be confidenttal; but, as it related to transaetions sacredly con<- 
iSdential in the cabinet of Mt. Monroe, I have not thought myself at Ub^ty 
to furnish a copy of it without bis permission, even to Mr. Monroe: the 
same principle applies to your request (or a^ isopy; but I will immedmtely 
write a^nd direct a copy of my anawef tb bd made, ^ieh, when reoeive(^ 
sliail be cheerfully eommunf^ted tio yon. 

I dm, witfaj^e^^ectfttl^eddddeks^ion. Sir, 
\< " ¥6ur obddiettt servant, 

JOHN QOINCY ADAMa 

JoffxsrC. Cai^soun,. Esq. • 

v.: ■ •'.■: ' V. 

Mr. Crownimhidd to Mr^ OaihQun. 

Washington, Jantmry 30, 1831. 
Dear Sir: My recollection having been called to a letter, received frou> 
the Hon. W, H. Crawford in July, 1830, wherein he asks my attention to 



$1' 

<<QpiouBiataAcea tl^t" tfanspked during the calnoet delibenrtjooa oa tb^ 
events of the Seminole war/' and mj reply thereto: It is.pro^r for mf 
to states that I answered Mr. Crawford. ^ though he aUi|d<id to traoaao^ 
tioQfl which took jdace while I was in Mr. Monroe'a eabinetr ^% since 
my arrival here tiiiis session^ I learn, for the first time, that the cabiqot 
sneeting alluded to by Mr. Crawford^ was Ipeld after I retired from the 
cabinet^ I left Washington, in compe^y. lyitb President Monroe iml 
.yourself, for Norfolk,, by the W9y;0f Annapob9» on the 2Sib^ M^^ 1819^ 
JNoiKr, Sii", I do not pretend to know one word of what was said or dpoe at 
any subsequent meeting; and I do therefore disclaim and say that my letr 
i&r in answer to Mr. Crawford must not be interpreted so as to affim or 
deny any cabinet transactions whicb took place aft^ I left the cabinet 

It is difficult for m^e to account how I could ba^e blended other thinga* so 

as to connect them with ^yeotf of which I could know nothing. It is ^ 

long time since those tbi^igp occurred, and fnemory is ti*eacherous; and that| 

I b^^yotft^ believe, is the only reason of the misapprehension on my part^ 

I am, with high consideration, , • . 

. Your obedient servant, 

B. W. CROWNINSHIELD, 

Hon. J. C. Calhotjit, Fice President. 

* Mr. Crowninshield could,' not have been present* st any cabinet council on the Senunole 
affair. The first meeting on that subject took place on the 15th or IGtii of July, 181S| 
Mr.^Monroe baving?returned bn the 14th , from bis residence in Loudoun. The National In- 
telligencer of the 7th July announced the anirid of Mr. Crowninahield at his residence in 
Massachutetts, on the 9th. He resigned in October <6Uowing» without having Tetumed to 
Washingtona Nor could he have been present at any meeting of the cabinet on the subject 
of the capture 6f fit. MaH^'a or Pensacola , in which I was. The Intelligencer of the 29th 
of May , iaia» announces tlie depertuite of the President, (Mr.^onroe;) Mr. CrowninshiekU 
and myself, focNerfo^ before iofonnation wfts received at Washington of either St Mark's 
or Pensaccrfa. The two former returned to Washington. I proceeded to my residence in 
CaroliQa, and did not return to Washington until the9ih of jfuly , subseq^uent to Mr. CrowH" 
illyshield^a arrival in Maalachusetts, 
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Mr. Cathottfi to Mr. Crtn^ard, returmng his letter of 2d October, 1830. 

Port' ttiLL, October 30, 1830. 

Sir: The last mail brought me your letter of the 2i instant, but post 
marked the 23d, which I herewith return. 

I cannot consent to correspond with you on the subject to Which it refers. 
The controversy is not with you, but General Jackspn. You, from.the firsts 
voluntarily assumed the character of the informer. Undpr that character 
only can 1 know you, which of course precludes all communication between 
us in relation to the controversy^ except through General Jackson. Re- 
iprdingyou in the light 1 do, you may rest assured that no abuse on your 
part, however coarse, nor charges against me, however false, can possibly 
pi^voke me to raiae you to the level of a principal, by substituting you in 
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tKe place of GeneralJackflOn in the eorrespondence. " l^uld yonrhoiwmmr^ 
submit to the degradation of the position which you have thus voluntarily' 
taken, and will send this or any other statement to Greneral Jackson, anit 
induce bim to make it the subject of any further communication to me, ae 
eonfirmine in his opinion your former statement, or weakening my refuta- 
tion, I will be prepared, by the most demonstrative proof, drawn from the 
paper itself, to show sudh palpable errors in your present statement as to 
destroy all confidence in your assertions; leaving it, however, to those who 
have the best means of judging to determine whether the want of truth be 
owing to a decayed memory or some other cause. 

Having been taught by the ^abt the necessity of taking all poMiUe pre- 
<^ution where I have any thing to do with you, I deem it prudent tM ta 
deprive myself of the advantage which your paper affordil me^ HfidiuTe ae-^*. 
aordingly taken a eopy^ as a prtcatttionary measure. 

I am, te. 

J. C. CALiiOUN. 

W. H. CBAWJt)BD, Esq. 
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